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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following ſheets were compiled by an 

| anonymous perſon, ſaid to be a lady, in Ire- 

land; from a ſenſe of the great want of ſomething 
of the kind in that country. 

As the work is in general executed with much 
ſimplicity and good ſenſe, as well as piety, it may 
be no leſs uſeful on this ſide of the water: where, 
though we abound in ſmall tracts for young per- 
ſons, we have none that came up to the idea here 
propoſed, of making the Bible eaſy and intelligible 
to children; and ſo as to guard them at the ſame 
time againſt the wrong conceptions and prejudices, 
which they might otherwiſe imbibe from readin 
the hiſtories at length, of the Old Teſtament eſpe- 
cially, in a book of ſuch a ſingular caſt and ſtyle, 
and treating of matters ſo much above their preſent 
comprehenſion. 

„With regard to the method of teaching this 
book, ſays the author in a ſhort preface to the work, 
that which I have experienced to be moſt for the 
eafe of the Maſter and Pupil, is the following. 

« While the children are employed at any work, 
let the maſter or miſtreſs read to them one of theſe 
ſtories by way of amuſement, beginning with the 
firſt; and it will naturally entertain and intereſt 
them. When each has repeated it again to the 
maſter, not in the words of the book, but in their 
own, (retaining however all the ſenſe,) then read 
them the next ſtory, 
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„ The queſtions and anſwers at the end of the 
chapters, are of too much importance to be paſſed 
over lightly ; but they ſhould not be taught by rote. 
If the children do not ſpontaneouſly aſk thoſe queſ- 
tions themſelves, let the maſter firſt ſuggeſt, and 
then anſwer them. Let him occaſionally repeat 
thoſe doubts to them, and he will judge by their 
anſwers, whether they have really imbibed their 
meaning or not; and if it appears they have not, 
he muſt again read to them the anſwers as in the 
book, till they are perfectly fixed in their minds. 

All this may be done in an eaſy good-humour- 
ed way, as an indulgence, and not as a taſk, A 
little every day will bring them on as faſt as can be 
deſired. 

I ſuppoſe it unneceſſary to caution ſuch maſ- 
ters, as are diſpoſed to obſerve the foregoing di- 
rections, that they muſt take care before they teach 
anew leſſon, to know whether the children remem- 
ber the ſubſtance of all the preceding ones. This 
is very eaſily done in the way of converſation, and 
by trying whether they retain the titles of each 
chapter in their regular ſucceſſion.“ 

Although this compilation from the ſcriptures is 
mentioned as being 3 deſigned for children, 

et whoever knows the ſtate of religious know- 
1 in this country, will eaſily ſee, that thoſe of a 
riper age may find it a good aſſiſtant to lead them 
into juſt and proper views of the revealed hiſtory of 
the dealings of Almighty God with mankind in 
the different ages of the world. 

The few alterations and improvements made in 
this edition, it is preſumed, will ſtill better promote 
the original intent of the work. 
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The CREATION. 


WE find by. the firſt chapter of the 
book of Geneſis, which is the be- 


ginning of the Holy Bible, that God Al- 
mighty made the world in ſix days. He 
made the ſun, moon, birds, beaſts, and 
fiſhes, and he alſo made the firſt man. He 
formed him out of clay, then breathed into 
his noſtrils the breath of life, and called 
him Adam, and gave him power over every 
thing upon earth. 

The ſeventh day he reſted From his 
works, and commanded it to be kept holy 
for ever, which is one of the reaſons why 
we go to church every Sunday and make 1 it 


a holy day. 
B Que 
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Que /. Who has the greateſt power? 

An}. God, For he made every thing, 
can do what he pleaſes, and there 1 is none 
can reſiſt him. | 

. Who has the greateſt goodneſs ? | 

A. God. For he gave us life, and all 
we have. He keeps us from all harm, and 
loves us as long as we endeavour to be 
like him in goodneſs. 


— 3 — = 
. 
The Fall of A D A M. 


| 1 Almighty put Adam into a fine 

garden, called Paradiſe, or the gar- 
den of Eden; and God ſaid, man ſhould 
not be alone, he would make a companion 
for him, which he did; and gave her to 
Adam to be his wife. Adam loved her ex- 
ceedingly, and called her Eve. 

Our kind Creator, who is all goodneſs, 
and defirous to make us happy, gave Adam 
and Eve every thing, except one tree which 
ſtood in the middle of the garden. He 
forcbid them to touch the fruit of that tree, 


and 
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and told them if they did touch it, they 
ſhould die. | e 

They lived very happy in that garden for 
ſome time. They eat fine fruit, they ga- 
thered pretty flowers, and had nothing to 
trouble them while they were good and in- 
nocent. But evil thoughts and deſires, con- 
trary to the will of God, crept into the 
mind of Eve; tempted her to eat what was 
forbidden; and when ſhe had eaten of that 
forbidden fruit, ſhe defired her huſband to 
do the ſame, and he was fooliſh enough to 
eat ſome too. But when they had done 
cating they were aſhamed, and grew very 


uneaſy, and went to hide themſelves behind . 


the trees in the garden. All people that 
have done wrong are troubled in mind, it is 
only good people that are pleaſed within 
their own breaſts, and pleaſed with the reſt 
of the world; becauſe they know they have 
done well, and that God loves them, and 
that every body ſhould ſpeak well of them, 
Theſe two fooliſh people Adam and Eve, 
thought in their fright to hide themſelves 
from God; but he knows every thing, ſees 
every where, even into our thoughts. He 
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called to them and aſked them, why they 
had caten the fruit which he had command- 
ed them not to touch ? Eve anſwered, that 
the Serpent, meaning her qwn evil inclina- 
tion, had perſuaded her, and Adam ſaid his 
wiſe had perſuaded him. God 1s not to be 
pat off with excuſes, what he commands 
muſt be minded. So he directly turned 
them out of that fine place, and ſent them 
to wander about in a wild country over- 
grown with weeds and briars, where they 
could get nothing to cat but what they dug 
and ploughed, and laboured hard ſor. There 
they grew old, and ſickly, and died. 
————ů—— Len — 

Q. How far can God ſee ? | 

A. He can fee every where, for he is not 
like us. He ſees and hears from one part 
of the world to the other, and for that rea- 
ſon all wiſe people fear God more than man. 
It is impoſſible to hide any thing from him; 
and as he loves us, he will always puniſh 
us one way or other when we do il}, in or- 
der to make us grow better. 
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C | 
The Death , ABEL. 


DAM and Eve had two ſons, Cain and 

Abel; Cain was a ſhepherd and vet a 
gardener; Cain was ili-natured and obltt- 
nate, but Abel was very mild and obedient 
to God and his parents. God therefore 
loved him better than Cain, and this made 
Cain jealous of his brother Abel, and made 
him hate that good young man. He had 
much better have ſtrove to be like him, 
and then God would have loved him as well 
as the other. One day when the two bro- 
thers were abroad together in a field, Cain 
knocked down poor Abel and killed him. 
He thought they were alone, and that no- 
body would ever know it, but God is always 
preſent with us. He has not fleth or bones 
as we have, but he is a ſpirit, and he alſo 
is in all places at once. He therefore was 
with Abel when he was ſo cruelly murdered, 
and called out to Cain, and told him that he 
knew it. Cain was then ready to fink into 
the carth with fear, as well he might after 
ſuch an action. God drove him away that 
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moment into the land of Nod, and put a 
frighiſul mark upon him, ſo that every body 
who ſaw-him run away. He was very un- 
happy all the reſt of his life, and at laſt he 
dicd, * 


— 


9. Where does God live? 

A. The chief ſeat of God is in Heaven. 
It is there he has promiſed tbat good people 
Mall be after death, where they will be hap- 
py for ever: but he himſelf is every where 
at once. He 1s here now, and knows all 
we are doing, and yet is in every other place 
we can think of, at the ſame time. And 
as he is all ſpirit without any body, he never 
is hungry or thirſty, nor ever fleeps as we 
do: ſo that there is nothing ta take off the 
attention of God our Creator from us that 
are his creatures. 

D. How was God made, and at what time? 

A. He was never made, for he was before 
all time. He made all things, both in heayen 
and earth, and was always as he is now. 
When we go to him aſter death, we ſhall 
know him much better than we can do at 


preſent. 
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CHAP I; * 
The 1 GG 


DAM and Eve had another ſon, be- 
{ides Cain and Abel, called Seth, and 

alſo ſeveral other children. 
Cain too had a great many children, and 
thoſe children when they grew up to be, 


men and women had ſeveral children of 


their own, ſo that the world became full of 
people. After the death of their fathers 
thele children grew very wicked, and God 
was ſo offended with them, as in proceſs of 
time to deſtroy the whole world. 

There was however among them one good 
man called Noah, and God took care he 
ſhould not ſuffer with the reſt. He there- 
fore taught him how to make a kind of co- 
vered boat, of prodigious bigneſs, called an 
Ark, and bid him get into it with all his fa- 
mily, and take with him all ſorts of beaſts and, 
birds, and then to ſhut himſelf up in it. 

When he had done fo, God ſent ſo much 
rain for forty days and nights, that the wa- 
ters role up to the tops of the houſes and 
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of the trees on the higheſt mountains, ſo 


that the men, women and children, were 
every one of them drowned. All this while 
Neak's Ark floated ſaſely upon the waters, 
and no miſchief befe] him, for God was 
pleaſed with him. At laſt the Ark reſted 
upon a high mountain, which is called Mount 
Ararat; and at the end of ſeven months the 
rain being gone, God ſent a ſtrong wind to 
dry the ground. Noah then opened a win- 
dow and let out a raven; this is a bird that 
feeds upon dead bodies, and he found ſo 
much to eat that he went back. no more. 
After ſeven days Mah let out a dove, which 
is a bird like a pigeon, but it flew back to 
him very ſoon, becauſe it could find no dry 
place to perch upon. In ſeven days more 
Noah let out the dove again, and 1t came 
back with an olive-branch in its bill. Noak 
knew by this that the waters were almoſt 
dried from off the earth, and when he let 
out the bird again, it came back to him no 
more. He ſoon after ventured to open the 
door and go out with all his family. The 
firſt thing they did was to kneel down and 
praiſe God, for having ſaved them, as good 

people 
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people always praiſe God for every thing, 


becauſe they know that all comes from him. 
God was ſo pleaſed with ſeeing Noak thank- 
ful, that he bleſſed him, and bid him look 
up and ſee a rainbow, which he told him 
was for a token, that the world never would 
be drowned again. Noak lived a great while 
after this with his wife, his three ſons, 
and their wives and children. When he 
grew very old and weak, he went down to- 
the grave in peace. 


— — - —o——_——— — g 2 —— 


O. What is dying? 

A. It is for the breath to go out of our 
bodies; to grow cold and ſtiff, and ſenſeleſs, 
ſo that they cannot ſtand, nor move, nor 
ſpeak ; nor ſee, nor hear, nor feel any thing 
that is about them: in a little time they 
become very diſagreeable, ſo that it is ne- 
ceſſary to bury them in the ground, where 
they loſe their ſhape: and come in pieces, 
and are at laſt mixed with the earth, ſo that 
nobody could know them again. 

Q. Is there an end of men when they 
have died ? 
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A. No; men are to hve after death: 
they that have been good in this world, are 
to be raiſed again and taken to Heaven and 
to be with God, where nobody can hurt them; 
where they will feel no pain, nor ſorrow, nor 
ſickneſs, where they will be always good, and 
always glad, and never die again. As for 
bad people when they have died, they can- 
not get to Heaven, but they muſt be ſhut out 
of that good and pleaſant place. God will 
not have them near him, and they will be 
exceeding miſerable for the idle and wicked 
lives they have led in this world. 
0. What is the greateſt misfortune that 
can befal us? 

A. It is to offend or diſpleaſe the great 
God, who always puniſhes thoſe that are 
wicked., ...._.. 

0. What is the rate happineſs we can 

enjoy ? 

Al. It is to be in favor with God, who 


always loves choſe that are 890d and bleſſes 
them, 


- 
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The Confuſion of B AB EL. 


OAH left three ſons, Shem, Ham, and 

Taphet, and they had a great many 
children, who, after their fathers were dead, 
did many wrong things. They took a fan- 
cy to build a ſort of high houſe called a 
tower, that ſhould reach up above the 
clouds: but God ſeeing their pride con- 
founded them ; ſo that they ſpake one in 
one language, and one in another, an 
they could not underſtand each other. In 
ſuch confuſion the building could not go on. 
So they left Babel, and all went and lived 
in different places, according as they could 
underſtand each others language; and to 
this day one language is ſpoken in one 
country, and ſome other in the next coun- 
try, all over the world. 


D. What is the moſt foohith thing any 
92 can do? 
The moſt fooliſh thing any body can 
- to try to follow their own faney, with- 
B 6 out 
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out knowing whether it is agreeable to God; 
for if it is not agreeable to him, he can 
and will take care that it ſhall not proſper. 
We ſhould therefore try to like what God 
likes; becauſe it is in vain to wiſh for any 
thing without his liking, and he knows beſt 
what is good for us. 


„ * 


CHAP. VI. 
The Deſtruftion of S O DOM. 


\ OME time after this there was a man 
who feared God called Abraham ; and 
God commanded: him to leave his country. 
where he had been born and had lived, and 


to go to another country which was called 


the land of Canaan; and God promiſed him 
that if he obeyed him, that country ſhould 
be given afterwards to his children. And 
Abraham did obey this command, and be- 


| heved in the promile of God; and he took 


with him a nephew, his brother's.ſon, called 
Lot: and they had a great many cattle and 
fervants, and. there was not victuals enough 

| In, 
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in the country for them all to travel toge- 
ther, and their ſervants began to diſpute 
with each other. And Abraham knew it 
was a great ſin to diſpute or quarrel, efpe- 
cially among relations; he therefore ſajd to 
Lot, we had better part. Do you go where 
you like beſt, and I will ſtay in the land of 
Canaan, or wherever God pleaſes. Then 
Lot left his uncle, and went to live near 
Sodom and Gomorrah. The people of thoſe 
two cities were very wicked, and God in- 
tended to puniſh them, as he does at one 
time or other, all wicked people; but he 
ſent two angels to ſave Lot. When they 
came to his houſe, he took them for tra- 
vellers, and received them very civilly; 
for good people are always obliging to 
ſtrangers eſpecially. After dinner the an- 
gels told him what they were, and that 
God had ſent them to take him out of that 
wicked place, himſelf and his family, telling 
him they muſt leave it directly, and not 
once look behind. Lot, bis wife, and his 
two daughters ſet out that moment with 
the angels; but Lots wiſe diſobeyed God 
and looked behind Ler, and for ſo doing 
| ihe 
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ſhe loſt her life in an extraordinary man- 
ner. 


- Q. What ſhould we be the moſt mindſul 
of ? 

A. Always to obey the commands of God 
as Abraham did, to whom, for this reaſon, a 
bleſſing was promiſed. But Loc's wife was 


a {imple woman, and preferred the indulg- 


ing of her own inclination, and fo ſhe 
tolt her life. She was certainly very ſorry 
when ſhe found herfelf dying, and was 
toting her huſband and all her friends, but 
ſhe ſhould have thought of that before. Tt 
was too late after ſhe had coramitted the 
fault. 


e :: VIE, 
The Life of ABRAHAM. 


ABRAHAM, aſter his nephew Lot had 
4 leſt him, lived in the land of Canaan, with 
his wife Sarah. He vas ſo very good a man, 
that God loved him exceedingly, and told 

| him 
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him Sarah ſhould have a ſon; and that that 
fon ſhould have children, and thoſe children 
would have a great many other children. 
That in this manner he would have a very 
large family, which ſhould afterwards inhe- 
rit the land of Canaan ; and in that family 
would be born after a great many years, 
Feſus Chrift, our Saviour, who would de- 
liver men from the ignorance and wicked- 
neſs, and doubts and fears, into which the 
greater part of them would fall; and would 
help them to live well and die comfortably, 
and to get poſſeſſion of a better life, and a 
better hanpineſs than they can have in this 
world, which neither of them will ever 
have an end: and that thus, in Abraham 
and his family, all the nations of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed. 1 
After Abraham had been told this by 
God Almighty, he and his wife Sarah lived 
many years, till they were both grown old, 
and ſtill ſhe had no child: Abraham was 
very eaſy about this, for he knew that what 
God promiſes he always performs in his 
own good time; but Sarah being .a filly 
woman, fretted and ſhewed great impa- 
3 tience. 
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tience. At laſt three angels came to him 
and told him God remembered his promiſe; 
and Sarah ſhould ſoon bring him a ſon. She 
was behind the doorand heard them, but ſhe 
did not believe God's word, but laughed 
at what they ſaid, though ſhe might have 
remembered that God Almighty can do 
hat he pleaſes: And he, from whom nothing. | 
is hid, cauſed her to be aſked why the laugh- 
ed? upon which ſhe began to be frighted, 
and ſaid. ſhe did not laugh. So ſhe was 
guilty of two great faults, the one was tell- 
ing a lye, the other was not believing God's 
power. | 
Soon after ſhe had a ſon, and he was 
called /aac.. When he was grown a great 
boy, and his father was very fond of him, 
and very thankful to God for his goodneſs 


in having beſtowed him, God Almighty had 


a mind to ſhew the world that Abraham 


truſted him as much as he ought, and be- 


lieved in the promiſes of God (that his 
deſcendants ſhould poſſeſs the land of Ca- 
naan, and that of his family by Jaac, Jeſus 
Ekriſt ſhould be born) God therefore bid 


* take his ſon up to a high mountain and 
there 
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there ſacrifice him, that is, kill him in a 
certain manner and burn his dead body. 


Abraham knew that what Almighty God 
has promiſed he always performs, and did 


not therefore doubt, but that in ſome way 


or other his ſon would be preſerved or re- 
ſtored to him. But even if he had not 
been thus perſuaded, they who love God 
as much as his goodneſs to us deſerves, 
ſhould be willing to give up their life, or 
any thing elſe to him when he calls for it ; 
and although Abraham loved his ſon much, 
he loved God better, and was always ready 
to do whatever would pleaſe him. So with- 
out ſaying one word, though grieved to the 
heart, he directly took his ſon with him to 
the mountain, and was juſt going to ſacri- 
fice him, when God called out to him not 
to do it, for that he only meant to try him 
for an example to others. He then came 


| down from the mountain again very joyful- 


ly with his ſon, and God told Abraham, 
that ſince he had been ſo ready to obey 
him, he ſhould ſee his ſon married, and 
have fine children ; and that he would bleſs 
him in various ways. As for Sarah, God 

Almighty 
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Almighty did not think fit that ſhe ſhould 
live to fee her fon married; but after her 
death, Abraham began to think of a wiſe for 
Jſaac. He did not like any of the women 
of that country, becauſe they were not 
well behaved; fo he ſent an old faithful 
ſervant of his into his own country among 
his couſins, to get a wife for his ſon. When 
the ſervant came near the city of Nachor 
in Meſopotamia, he ſtopped at a well, and 
kneeled down to pray for God's bleſſing, 
for he knew nothing could be done without 
that. And he prayed to God Almighty, 
to ſend to the well the woman he choſe for 
his maſter's fon 1/azc; and that when he 

aſked her to draw water for him, ſhe might 
anſwer, I will give you water and to your 
camels too ; by which he ſhould know, that 
was the woman God had ſent. God Al- 
mighty, though he does not always grant us 
the particular favors that we aſk, becauſe 
in our ignorance we often aſk for what 
would hurt ourſelves or others; yet thought 
proper to hear this prayer of Abraham's 
ſervant, for ſoon after Rebekah, the couſin 
of Jſaac came, He aſked her for water, 
and 
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and ſhe ſaid I will give you water, and to 
your camels too, Then he thanked God 
that he had found the woman he wanted, 


and he went with her home to her father's, 


and aſked his conſent to the marriage. The 
father conſented, and To did ſhe; after a few 
days he brought her to the land of Canaan; 
and Abraham ſaw her married to T/aac, and 
ſhe made him a very good wife. | 
Abreham lived after that fome time, and 
continued with all his houſhold to ſet an 
excellent example of worſhipping and ſerv- 
ing the only true God; for which: he is 
honoured with being called the friend of 
God, and will be rewarded by him! in anos 
ther world. | 


0. What is moſt pleaſing to God? 

A. It is to obey him in all things, and 
truſt to him in all things, as we fee Abra- 
ham did. Sarah did not, and fo ſhe brought 
a great many vexations upon herſelf, both 
before T/aac was born, and afterwards. 

Q. What were the particular promiſes 


made to Abraham ? . 
2 AgThat 
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A. That his deſcendants ſhould poſſeſs 


the land of Canaan, and that of his family 
Jeſis Chriſt ſhould be born. 


2. When did Jeſus live, and what is | 


meant by the word Chrift, or Meſſtah ? 


A. Jeſus was not born till about 1800 
years after the death of Abraham, and he 
was called the Chriſt or the Meſſiah, which | 
ſigniſy anointed, on account of the office tio 


which he was appointed, and in alluſion to 
the ancient manner in which the eſpecial 
miniſters of God were eſtabliſhed in their 
o:lice: and for this high employment he was 
moſt eminently fitted, by the very great 
wiſdom and power which God gave to him, 
and by his piety and perfect goodneſs: but 
of this you ſhall hear more by and by. 

. What are angels? 

A. They are not men but glorious beings, 
ſuperior to men, whom God employs in 
whatever way he thinks fit. They are very 
_ wiſe, good and holy. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


2 


The Life of IS AAC. 


7 5 4 AC and Rebekah had two ſons, the 


eldeſt was called E/au, and the youngeſt 
Jacob. E/au loved rambling abroad, but 
Jacob ſtaid at home with his father and 
mother. One day Jacob was making ſome 
pottage for himſelf when” Eſau came home 
from the fields very hungry, and defired 
Jacob to give him his pottage; Jacob aſked. 
him if he would give him his birth-right 
for it, and he ſaid he would. His birth- 
right was his father's particular bleſſing, 
which in thoſe days always belonged to the 
elder ſon; and Eſau ſold it for a meſs of 
pottage. This was fooliſhly done, becauſe 
the meſs of pottage was of no value in 
compariſon of his birth-right, but after a 
bargain is made it ought to be obſerved. 
Old aac knew nothing of that bargain ; 
ſo when he was very old and quite blind, 
thinking he was going to die, he called his 
ſon E/au to him, and deſired him to get 
him 
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him ſome veniſon, and when it was dreſſed, 


to bring it to him, for he vas very faint, | 
And he told him that when he had cat of | 
it, he would give him his bleſſing before he 
died. Eſau ſhould then have told his fa- 
ther that he had ſold his birth-right to 7a- | 
cob; inſtead of that, he ſaid nothing to any 
body, and made haſte to get the veniſon. , 
Rebekah overhearing this converſation, call- | 


ed her younger ſon Jacob, and bid him go 
to his father before E/au came home, and 
take ſome kid with him, and he would think 
it was £/au with the veniſon, and would 
bleſs him. Jacob told her, he was afraid his fa- 
ther would know him when he felt his 
hands, for Jacob had ſmooth hands, and 
Eſau's were hairy. Rebekah, who was an 
artful woman, immediately found a way to 
prevent that, for ſhe made him gloves of 
the ſkin of the kid, with the rough part 
outward, and giving him the kid in a diſh, 


ſhe ſent him to his father. When J/aac had | 


1 


ſelt his rough hands he thought it was Eſau, 


and gave him his bleſſing according to the 
will of God, who had choſen ORE before 


Haan. 
0. Did 
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O. Did Rebekah do well to teach her ſon 
Jacob to deceive his father ? ; 

A. Moſt undoubtedly ſhe gid not. 

O. Did Facob do right in being perſuad- 
ed by his mother ſo to do ? 

A. No, he did not; for we ſhould not 
even obey our parents in any thing contra- 
ry to the commands of God, and God has 
commanded that we ſhould not uſe any de- 
ceit one with another, and that every body 
ſhould ſpeak the truth from their heart. 

D. What is meant when it is ſaid that 
God had chen Jacob before hau, or by 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe, “ Jacub have I 
loved, but E/au have I hated“?“ 

A. You remember the promiſes which 
God had made to Abraham reſpetting the 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, and the 
birth of the Meſiah. And when God is 
ſaid to chuſe Jacob before E/au,. to love 
the one, or hate the other, it refers to 
theſe promiſes. Almighty God ſaw fit 
that theſe promiſes ſhould be fulfilled in 
that branch of Abraham's family -which 


Rom. ix. 13. 


ſhould 
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ſhould deſcend from Jacob. As to Jacob 

himſelf, reſpetting his own perſonal happi- 

neſs, he had many ſorrows, as you will un- 

derſtand when you hear the hiſtory of his 
life. 


CHAP. IX. 
The Life of JACOB. 


Wu Eſau came home with the 

veniſon, and had prepared it for 
his father, he brought it to him; but his 
father was much ſurpriſed, and told him 
he had been with him already, and had got 
his bleſſing, and aſked him why he came 


for it again. Then when Jſaac knew the 


truth he trembled exceedingly, but he could 
not contradict what he had already done. 


But Eſau was very angry, and he ſaid that 
when his father was dead he would kill 


Facob. bt, fe 
When Rebelal heard that, ſhe adviſed 
Jacob to go away, for fear Eſau ſhould be 


tempted to do like Cain, that murdered his 
brother. 
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brother. 1/aac gave Jacob leave to ga, and 


deſired he would take a wife among his 


own relations, as he himſelf had done. So 
Jacob went to his mother's brother Laban, 
who lived in the ſame place that 4braham's 
ſervant had taken Rebekah from, when he 
brought her to /aac. 

Facob travelled on till it was dark, then 
he lay down in a field, and ſet his head 
upon a flone for a pillow, and fell aſleep. 
He dreamed that he ſaw a great ladder, 
the top of it reaching to the heavens, and 
the angels of God aſcending and deſcend- 
ing, that is, going up and down. He dream- 
ed alſo that God Almighty called to him 
from the top of it, and told him he was the 
God of Abraham and of Jſaac, and that he 
would bleſs him too, and he ſhould have fo 
many children, that they and their children 
ſhould be like the ſtars in the heavens, or 
like grains of ſand for number, and that 
the promiſes made to Abraham ſhould be 
fulfilled in his family. 

The next morning after Jacob had pray- 
ed to God, as every body ought to do night 
and morning, he went on his journey till 


he 
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he came to the well, where Abraham's ſer- 
vant met his mother Rebekah. Soon after | 
he had ſtopped there, he ſaw a girl called 
. Rachel, Rebekah's brother Laban's daughter, Y 
coming with a pitcher to draw water: 7aceh, 4 
who was a very civil young man, ran and 
drew the water for her: then he told her | 
he was her couſin, and went home with her 
to Laban his uncle. Laban was very glad 
to ſee his ſiſter Rebekah's fon, and deſired 
Jacob to ſtay and live with him. Soon after 
Jacob deſired Laban to let him marry Rachel; 
and Laban told him he ſhould have her if | 
he would ſerve him ſeven years. Jacob 
agreed to it; but at the end of the ſeven 
years, Laban was ſo bad a man, that he 
broke his promiſe, and, inſtead of Rachel, 
he gave him his eldeſt daughter Leal for a 
wife. Jacob was very ſorry, becauſe he 
did not love Leah ſo well as Rachel, and he 
aſked Laban how he could ferve him ſo. 

Laban ſaid, he only did it becauſe it was 
the cuſtom of that country to marry the 
eldeft daughter firſt, but if he would ſerve 
him ſeven years more he ſhould have Ra- 


chel too. This was contrary to God's law. 
| SAT. But 
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But the patriarchs, that is, Abraham and 
his ſons, and their ſons and grandſons were 
by no means without faults, though they 
might be the beſt men of their time; and 
becauſe they had not our advantages, God 
Almighty might overlook ſo as not to pu- 
niſh in them, ſuch things as he would not 
overlook in us. They took more wives 
than one, which, as has been obſerved, is 
directly contrary to God's law. As for 
Jacob, he was ſo deſirous to marry Rachel, 
that he conſented to any terms; and he got 
her for ſeven years ſervice more. Facob 
lived a long while with his father-in law 
Laban, and behaved ſo well, that God proſ- 
pered every thing he undertook, He alfa 
bleſſed him with ſeveral children, twelve 
ſons and one daughter, called Dina; but 
there were only two of the ſons that be- 
longed to Rachel, and their names were 
Joſeph and Benjamin. At laſt Jacob finding 
his family ſo large, had a mind to leave 
Laban, and go home to his own country, 
and his father's houſe. But Laban was a 
ſelfiſh man, he thought of nothing but his 
own intereſt; ſo becauſe Jacob was very 

| C 2 uſeful 
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uſeful to him, he did not care to part with 
him, and wanted that he ſhould remain his 
ſervant all his life. However, God is al- 
ways the friend of the oppreſſed ; that is, 
of thoſe people who are not fo well uſed, 
as they ought to be, and ſo he was on the 
ſide of Facob. He would not ſuffer Laban 
to uſe him ill; but thought fit that he ſhould 
go away, and Jacob went. He took with 
him his wives and children, his ſervants, his 
. cattle, and all his goods. 
When thty had gone a part of the way, 
ſome of his ſervants who went on before, 
came running back to him, and told him, 
they had ſeen his brother E/au-coming, and 
ſeveral people with him. Then Jacob was 
ſadly frighted, and did not know what.to 
do, for he dreaded ſome harm to his tender 
family; but wiſe people always pray to 
God when they are in trouble, and if it is 
good for them he relieves them. Jacob 
therefore prayed fervently, and God put it 
in his head what to do, He picked out 
ſome of the fineſt of his cattle, and of all 
the beſt things he had, and ſent them on 
before him, deſiring his ſervants, when 
IF | | Eſau 
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Eſau aſked whoſe they were, to ſay they 
belonged to their maſter Jacob, and that 
he ſent them as a preſent to his brother 
Eſau. A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath. 
Eſau was fo moved at Jacob's mild and 
obliging behaviour, that it drove away all 
his anger, and when Jacob came near and 
kneeled down to him, E/au took him up 
and kiſſed him, and they were very good 
friends. This made Jacob very happy, for 
he found that his brother had forgiven him, 
and a good-natured man loves peace and 
good humour, and hates to quarrel with 
Any body. Then Eſau went and lived in 
Mount Ser, and Jacob travelled on towards 
the land of Canaan, where Abraham, and 
Jaac had lived. In his way there, he 
ſtopped at a place called Sichem, to reſt his 
family. Then his daughter Dznak took it 
into her head to go and viſit the girls of 
that country ; and when ſhe was abroad, 
one of the young men of the place, ſon to 
the King, took hold of her and ran away 
with her, When her brothers heard of it, 
they ran after him and his companions ; 
they fought, and there were ſeveral peopl 
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killed; all which miſchief Dinah was the 
cauſe of, becauſe ſhe did not ſtay at home, 
as fober modeſt girls all do, but went away 
from thoſe who would have befriended and 
protected her. And it grieved poor Jacob 
very much to ſce how many had loſt their 
lives by this accident. Afterwards he went 
on his journey, and came to the land of 
Canaan ; but Rachel died by the way, and 
he buried her. About this time God Al- 
mighty was pleaſed to ſignify to Jacob by 
an angel, that he ſhould take the ſurname 
of Hal. 
— —  — . 
2D. Does God allow ſuch near relations 
as brothers and ſiſters, or uncles and nieces, - 
or aunts and nephews, to marry one ano- 
A. This was practiſed in thofe times, 
afterwards God expreſsly forbad it, and he 
allows no ſuch near kindred to marry each 
other. To contratt ſuch a marriage would 
be a very great {in now, and is called the * 


.of * 
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CHA PF. 3: 
The Story s JOSEPH, 


ACOB was 4 . for his viſe 
\J Rachel, and he was fonder of Joſeph 
= of his other children, becauſe he was 
her eldeſt ſon, and was a very good boy. 

But his brothers hated him, and were very | 
jealous of him, becauſe their father loved -- 
him ſo much: for bad people often hate 
good people out of jealouſy; and are ſpite- 
ful to them, and try to hurt them, but God 
is their friend, and defends them from all 
miſchief, and never forſakes them, as you 
will ſee by this ſtory of Jo/eph. The young 
man dreamed one night that he was in the 
fields with his brothers binding ſheaves of 
corn, and that his ſheaf ſtood upright, and 
their ſheaves bowed down to it. Foſeph 
very innocently told his brothers this dream, 
and another dream: that was like it ; but 
they were quite. angry when they heard 
them, and: refolved to get rid of him at 

any rate, 
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One day they being out in the fields, 


a great way from home, taking care of the 


Hock, Jacob ſent Joſeph to them to bring 
him word how they did. When they ſaw 


bim coming, they cried out, here is the 


dreamer, tet us kill him. But Reuben, the 
elder brother, faid, no, we will not ſtain 
our hands with a brother's blood; but we 
will ſtrip him and throw him into a pit. 
After they had done it, fome merchants 
that were going into Egypt, paſſed by, and 
the brothers dragged him out of the pit and 
fold him to them. Then they killed a kid 
and dipped Poſe -pk's cloaths in the blood, and 
brought them to poor old Facet, and made 
him believe that a wild beaſt had devoured 
Foſe Ph, that is, had eat him up. Jacob was 
in the greateſt grief that could be for the 
loſs of ſo good a child, and his wicked 
ſons were ſo hard-hearted as to ſee him 
ſuffer, and yet not make his mind eaſier, 
by telling him the truth. But God Almighty 


direQs every thing for the beſt, and his 


bleſſing went with Jeſeph into the land of 
Egypt; ſo that though he was among ſtran- 


gers, he was not friendlels. The merchants 
ſold 
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ſold him to one Potiphar; and he ſerved 
him ſome time, and behaved fo well, that 
Potiphar had a great regard for him. But 
Poliphar's wife was a very bad woman, 
and wanted to perfuade Foſeph to be bad 
too! however he was too wiſe and good 
to yield, that is, to give way to tempta- 
tion; ſo then out of ſpite and malice, ſhe 
told a he of him to her huſband ; and 
Potphar believed all fhe faid, and was 
ſo angry with poor Joſeph, that he ſent 
him to priſon. Joſeph was always mild 
and patient, and civil, which made every 
body love him wherever he went; and 
the jailor, that is, the keeper of the pri- 
fon, grew ſo fond of him, he did not 
put him in irons, or faſter him with 
chains, like the other priſoners, nor keep 
him in one room, but let him go about 
the houſe. There were in the fame pri- 
fon two other priſoners; the chief baker 
of king Pharaoh and his chief butler, 
whom they called his cup-bearer. Tha 
chief baker dreamed he bed three baſ- 
kets upon his head, full of baked meats 
for the king's table, and that the bi ds 
| - 2 of 
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of the air came and devoured them. As 
for the butler, he dreamt that he held 
three branches of a vine-tree in his hand, 
that they were full of grapes, and that he 
ſqueezed. them into a cup, for wine to 
ſerve up at the king's table. They were 
both very uneaſy to know what theſe 
dreams could mean; and Fo/eph faw, by 
their countenances that they were trou- 
bled : he aſked them what ailed them, and 
they told him what ſtrange dreams they 
had dreamt, and that * wiſhed to know 
the meaning of them. | 
Dreams very folds have any. mean- 
ing at all, and it is fooliſh to be concerned 
about them; for when pecple ſteep badly, 
their heads are diſturbed, and rambling 
thoughts paſs through their minds. But 
as for thoſe two dreams, God Almighty 
directed them on purpoſe, for wiſe rea- 
ſons of his own, as we fhall ſee by and 
by. He alſo put it into Fo/eph's head to 
explain thoſe dreams to them. So he told 
the baker, that his dream fignified that in 
three days Pharaoh would order him to 
be hanged; but as to the cup-hearer, he 
told 
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told him, he would, in three days, fill 
out wine to the king; and then he beg- 
ged he would ſpeak for him, that he might 
be let out of priſon. The cup-bearer 
promiſed him fair; but when he got out 
on the third day, his joy made him ſo 
ungrateful that he forgot poor Joſeph, 
who remained in priſon two years longer. . 

At the. end of that time God ſent a- 
ſtrange dream to king Pharaoh, who want- 
ed to have it interpreted or explained, and 
none of the wiſe people of that country 
could underſtand it, becauſe God had not 
revealed, that is, had not made it known _ 
to them; for we know nothing but what 
God diſcovers to us. | 

So then the chief butler thought of Foſeph, 
and told the king of him; and the king 
ſent for him out of priſon, and faid to 
him, I hear that God has taught you to 
explain dreams. I have had a ſtrange 
one that I wiſh to know the meaning 
of. I thought I ſaw ſeven fat oxen come 
out of a river, and ſeven lean ones come 
after them, who eat up the fat ones. Then 


Joſeph told him the ſeven fat oxen were 
| C6 ſeven _ 
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ſeven years of great plenty, and aſter 
them would come feven years of famine, 
that is, the weather would be ſo bad that 
the corn would be all ſpoiled, and there 
would be none to make bread of fox ſeven 
years; and this was the meaning of the 
ſeven lean oxen that devoure@the fat ones. 
Then Pharao ſaid to him, what fhall I do. 
when the famine comes, to find bread tor 
my people? Upon his ſaying this, oſeph 
adviſed him, when the feven years of great 
plenty came, to build granaries or ſtore- 
houſes, and lay up a great deal of corn in 
them, fo that, in the time of famine, the 
king might fell the corn to the people for 
money, and they would have bread enough. 
When the king found that God had made 
Joſepli fo wiſe, he fet him over every body, 
and commanded all the people toobey him. 
Joſeph, who was then become a great man, 
took care in the ſeven years of plenty, to 
build granaries and provide corn ſufficient 
to feed the people when the famine came; 
and the king had ſuch dependance on him, 
that when any body came to him about any 
buſineſs, he ſent them all to Jo/epli, The 


famine 
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famine was all over Egypt, and in the land 
of Canaan, where old Facob lived. He was 
told there was bread in Egypt, but little 
thought his ſon Jo/epk had the diſpoſing of 
it. However, he ſent all his other ſons, 
except Benjamin, into Egypt, with money 
to buy corn for bread. When they were 
brought before Joſeph, they did not know 
him, but he knew them, and he aſked them 
if their father was alive, and if they had 
any more brothers. They told him they 
never had but two more; one called Joſeph, 
u ho had been devoured by wild beaſts, and 
the other, called Benjamin, was at home with 
their father. Then Joſeph ordered their 
facks to be filled with corn, and bid his 
ſervants put in the money too, which they 
had brought to pay for it. When they were 
going away, he told them, that when they 
wanted more they muſt bring Benjamin with 
them, or they ſhould have none; and he 
kept Simeon, one of their brothers, to make 
ſure of their coming back. They were all 
much furprized and fadly frighted at this, 
and much more when they went home and 
found the money with the corn in their 


ſacks. 
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ſacks. . Jacob ſaid, that might be a miſtake 
of the ſervants, but bid them remember to 
carry it back, when they went again; for 
an honeſt man would not cheat another, 
though he was ſure of being never found 
out, becauſe God ſees all we do, and never 
fails to puniſh, us one time or other. At 
laſt, when all the corn was eat up, Jacob 
deſired his ſons to go and buy more. This 
made them very uneaſy, for they durſt not 
go without Benjamin, and they knew 1t 
would grieve Jacob to part with him, At 
laſt they ventured to put him in mind, that 
the great man who ſold them the corn, ſaid 
they ſhould have no more unleſs Benjamin 
came with them. When poor Jacob heard 
this, he cried, and ſaid, he was already 
deprived of two of his ſons, Joſeph and 
Simeon, and if he loſt Benjamin too, it 
would break his heart. Then Judah, the 
eldeſt ſon, begged he would not be uncaſy, 
and promiſed to take all the care he could 
of the boy, and all the others ſaid the 
ſame. So Jacob gave them money to buy 
more wheat, and did not forget to ſend 
back the other money that was the price of 

the 
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the corn they had bought before. He then 
ſuffered Benjamin to go with them, and 
prayed earneſtly to God to bleſs them all. 

When they came to Egypt, they were 
brought directly to Foſeph, who when he 
ſaw his brother Benjamin, his mother Ra- 
chel's child, he was ſo moved he could not 
help crying with joy, and turned away, 
that they ſhould not ſee him. He then 
invited them to dinner, and put five times 
more meat upon Benyjamzn's plate than upon 
the others, which they all wondered at. 
When they took leave, he privately order- 
ed his ſervants, after they had filled their 
ſacks with corn, to put his gold cup into 
the mouth of Benjamin's fack. He allo 
defired them to follow, his brothers, and aſk 
them how they could be ſo ungrateful to 


their maſter, who had been fo civil to them, _ . ' 


and why they ſtole his gold cup, and were 
carrying it away. They all ſaid, indeed 
they had not ſtole any thing; all their ſacks 
might be opened, and if it was found among 
them, they were willing to go to priſon. So 
all the ſacks were opened, and it was found 
in Benjamin's ſack. Poor Benjamin, who 

knew 
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knew nothing of the matter, was very much 
aſhamed, and grieved when he ſaw it, and 
the ſervants ſaid, he muſt go direAly to 
priſon. Then all his brothers went back 
with him to beg him off: for they were not 
wicked now, as they had been when they 
ſold Fo/eph, but were grown very good, and 
had rather have gone to priſon themlelves 
than leave Benjamin behind; becauſe it 
would grieve their father to loſe him. So 
they went back lamenting, and when they 
came to Joſeph, they kneeled down before 
him; and 7udah begged he would put 
him in priſon inſtead of Benjamin, and 
let the boy go back to his old father ; 
but Fo/eph appeared to be very angry, and 
ſaid he would not let him go. This gave 
all the brothers the greateſt concern that 
could be, and they faid to one another, 
God Almighty has ſent this affliction to 
puniſh us for having ſold our brother Jo- 
ſepli. Then Joſeph was ſo moved at finding 
they were penitent, that is, ſorry for their 
palt fault, he could hold out no longer, 
but threw his arms about their necks, and 
ſaid, I am your brother Fo/eph; God, who 

| orders 
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orders every thing for the beſt, ſent me 
here before you, that you might have 
bread in the time of famine. They all 
cried with joy and praifed God. Then he 
deſired them to go back to Canaan, and tell 


their father that Joſeph was alive, and in 


ſavour with God and man; and that he 
muſt come down to Egypt, with his whole 
family, where they ſhould all be taken 
care of. 

When Jacob heard the joyful news he 
made haſte to go and ſee his ſon; and as 
ſoon as king Pharaoh heard that Foſeph's 
father was come, he ſent for him, and ſpoke 
very civilly to him, and gave him a place 
to live in, called, the Land of Goſhen. 

And after ſome time, when Facob was a 
very old man, he died in Egypt, but his 
ſons carried him to the land of uu & to 
be buried. 

Facob we ſee in his life had many trou- 
bles. He was in fear of his brother £E/au, 
and had reaſon ſo to be. He was deceived 
by Laban, and was afterwards oppreſſed by 
him; his daughter behaved very impru- 
dently, and his ſons were very revengeful ; 
and 
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and. then he loſt his beloved wife Rachel. 
Afterwards the evil diſpoſitions of ſome of 
his ſons, and the loſs (as for many years 
he apprehended) of his good fon Joſeph, 
were indeed very heavy afflidtions. But 
on the other hand he had many bleſſings. 

— — —  _—  — — 

Q. Were theſe ſorrows any of them oe- 
caſioned by his _— deceived his fa- 
ther ? | 

A. Yes; ſome of them were, but he 
was afterwards very obedient to the com- 
mands of God, and Almighty God. knew 
that he would be ſo, and was therefore ſo 
very good as never to forſake him. 

. Does God puniſh wicked people the 
minute they commit a fault ? 

A. He is ſure to puniſh them one time 
or other. Sometimes it is that moment, 
like Lot's wife, but, very often not till a 
good while after, and ſometimes he does 
not puniſh us in this world, but in another. 
And this is the worſt of all puniſhments. 
Q. Does Almighty God ever enen 
people that have done ill? 
A. Never, 
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A. Never, if they do not repent. 

Q. What 1s repenting? | 

A. It is acknowledging, that is, con- 
leſſing our faults, and being very ſorry 
ſor them, praying earneſtly to God to for- 
give us, and if we have done harm to any 
body, making it up to them every way in 
our power; and taking care never to of- 
ſend again. This 1s true repentance, or 
penitence; but if we are penitent to day, 
and fin again to morrow, our penitence is 
of no uſe. Nothing but growing very good, 
can make up for our paſt ſins. 

. What is ſin? 

A. It is doing any thing that God does 
not like, and he does not like any thing 
that can hurt ourſelves or other people; or 
that ſhews diſreſpe& to him. He has com- 
manded us never to tell a lie, or do any ſort 
of miſchief; to be very modeſt and civil, 
and to do every thing we are bid by thoſe 
who are ſet over us, if it is not contrary to 
the commands of God. Then they will 
love.us, and God will love us too, and we 
mall be happy in this world and in the next. 

You 
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You ſee that the brothers of Jo/epk, who 
had been ſo cruel and wicked towards him, 
were afterwards very ſorry for it, and re- 
pented heartily; and when God found they 
were becomevery penitent, he forgavethem, 
and blefſed them, and they were very hap- 
Py. FJoſeph forgave them too; for good 
people are always ready to forgive offen- 
ces, as God 1s ready to forgive us. 

Q. What were the names of Jacob's twelve 
ſons? 

A. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, Aſher, Tſſachar, Zebulun, 
Joſeph and Benjamin. 

0. May we learn any other leſſon from 
the hiſtory of Joſeph? | 5 

A. We may learn that Almighty God of- 
ten ſerves himſelf of the evil bad paſſions of 
men to bring about his own good purpoſes, 

O. Do we ſometimes ſee that what we have 
thought our greateſt ſorrows, are in the end 
very great bleſſings? 

A. Yes. Jacob thought the loſs of his 
ſon Joſeph, the greateſt misfortune, yet 
Facob lived to ſee that his beloved fon was 
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by this means made an inſtrument of great 
good to many nations, and that the perſons 
of Jacob's own family in particular were 
preſerved alive when they would otherwiſe 
have died for want of food. 

Q. What ſhould we learn from this? 

A. To acquieſce patiently in, and to ſub- 
mit willingly to, all the events of God's pro- 
vadence, and to believe well of the iſſue. 

Q. Does Almighty God lee things as we 
ſee them? 

A. No. For ve ſee but a very little way; 
but Almighty God knows every thing that 
will happen. 

0. Would Jacob have wept ſo, and have 
been ſo very ſorry to have parted with Ben- 
jamin, if he had known that Benjamin 
ſhould go to the land of Egypt in ſafety, 
that Zo/eph was alive and a great man there, 
and that he ſhould ſee all his children 
again ? | 

A. No, he would not: his ſorrow was 
cauſed in part by his ignorance of theſe cir- 
cumſtances. Almighty God wiſely hides 
from us the things that are to befall us in 
this preſent world, for our trial and diſci- 

pline, 


A. 
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pline, and to exerciſe our ſaith and truſt in 
his government and direction of all things 


for the beſt. 


CHAP XI. 
The Birth of Mosts, and the Plagues of 


EGYPT. 


8 Jacob's death, his ſons had ſeve- 
ral more children, and then they died. 
And they left ſo many behind them that 
they were like the ſtars in the ſky, or the 
grains of ſand upon the ſea ſhore, which 
cannot be numbered, they are ſo many. 
They were called the children of 1/rael or 
Tjraelites, becauſe of Jacob having been ſur- 
named T1/rael., A great while after Joſep 
was dead, and Pharach the king was dead, 
there came another king Pharaoh in his 
place, who never knew Joſeph. He was 
a very bad man, followed his own proud 
cruel thoughts inſtead of hearkening to the 
command of God by Moſes, and uſed the 
Hebrews very ill, He made them labour 
very 


in 
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very hard in hopes it would kill them, but 
when he found that would not do, he order- 
ed his ſervants, whenever a Hebrew woman 
was brought to bed of a fon, to take the 


child and deſtroy it. There was a Hebrew 


woman called Fochabed, who was delivered 
of a ſon. The poor woman being very de- 


firous to ſave him, but afraid of the king's 


anger, put him in a baſket and carried it 
to the river Nile, and fct it among the 
raſhes; then went a little way off, and left 


her daughter Miriam to ſee what would 


become of it. | 
Soon alter the king's daughter came 

with her maids to bathe in the river, and 

when ſhe heard the child cry, ſhe pitied 


him, and ſaid ſhe would take care of him. 
Then little Miriam was ſent to look for a 


nurſe, and ſhe brought Fochabed. So the 
child was nurſed by its own mother; and 
when he was nurſed ſhe brought him back 
to Pharaoh's daughter, and the king's daugh- 
ter called him Moſes, and gave him a very 
good education. 
After he was grown up to be a man, he 
one day ſaw an Egyptian, that is a man 
84 of 
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of the kingdom of Egypt, uſing a Hebrew 
very ill; Moſes was provoked to ſee his 
aguntrymay oppreſſed, and in his defence 
was forced to ſtrike the Egyptian, ſo that 
be fell down and died. Then Moſes was 
afraid the king would put him to death, 
ſo he ran away to the land of Midian. The 
prince or prieſt of that country was called 
Fethro; he married his daughter to Moſes, 
and let him live with him and take care of 
his ſheep. One day as Moſes was in the 
fields feeding his father-in-law's flocks, he 
ſaw a buſh flaming with fire, and yet the 
buſh was not burnt, that 1s, was not conſum- 
ed by the fire. He thought this very ſtrange, 
and drew near to {ce how it could be, when 
a voice called out of it and ſaid, I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Tfaac, and the 
God of Jacob, takeoff your ſhoes, for the place 
you ſtand upon is holy ground. I have ſeen 
the oppreſſion of my people, and I will 
ſend you to the king of Egypt, to command 
him to let my people go back to the land of 
Canaan from whence they came, and which 
was promiſed to be given to Abraham, to 
Tſaac, and to Jacob. Moſes was the meek- 

eſt 


The Birth of Moss. 49 
eſt man in the world. He was ſtruck with re- 
verence and awe. He fell upon the ground, 
and ſaid, he feared Pharaoh would not mind 
what ſo inconſiderable a man as he ſhould 
ſay ; but God anſwered, that he would make 
Pharaoh to mind him, and that Moſes's bro- 
ther Aaron ſhould meet him on the Way, 
and go with him. 

After this, God bid Moſes throw his ſtick 
or wand upon the ground, and when he had 
done fo, it turned into a ſerpent. Moſes was 
ſo ſtartled at this that he ran away, but God 
called him back, and defired him not to be 
afraid, but to take hold of the ſerpent by 
the tail; which when he did, immediately 
it turned into a wand again. 

Q. May we be ſure, that the promiſes of 
God will be fulfilled, whatever appearances 
there may be to the contrary ? 

A. We may be ſure of it. The children 
of 1ſrael were at that time poor and oppreſſ- 
ed; the Egyptians were great and powerful, 
yet we ſhall ſee that Almighty God helped 
and delivered the 1/raelites, and ſev erely 

puniſhed the Egyptians. 
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OSES then in obedience. to the 

command of God, went into Egypt 
with Aaron his brother, and when they ſaw 
Pharaoh they told him, that God had ſent 
them to deſire he would let the Hebrews 
go. But the king was ſo wicked, as only 
to laugh at what they ſaid; for he did not 
know that there is but one God, who is the 
Maker of heaven and earth, and who 1s 
all- powerful: and therefore God, to puniſh 
him, as alſo to teach him this great truth, 
turned all their waters into blood, and all 
the fiſh died. This ſoon humbled Pla- 
raoh, and he begged of Moſes to pray to 
God to cure the waters. Moſes did pray, 
and they were cured, and yet he would not 
let the people of Jſrael go. Then God ſent 
a great quantity of frogs to torment him, 
They over-ran all the country, and hopped 
about in the very rooms where the king 


lived. Then he begged of Moſes to pray 
6 to 
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to God to deliver him from them, and be 
promiſed to let the Hebrews go. Immedi- 
ately Moſes prayed, and God was pleaſed 
to ſend them away; but when they were 
gone, the king ſtill refuſed to keep his pro- 
mile. As God Almighty can never be at 
a loſs how to puniſh perverſe and obſtinate 
people, he ſent ſuch a number of lice, that 
the very duſt ſeemed to be all turned intolice, 
they crawled about them and gave them no 
reſt. Then the king applied again to Moſes 
and they were ſent away, but ſtill his heart 
was hardened. Afterwards God ſent ſuch 
ſwarms of flies, they looked at a diſtance 
like black clouds, and buzzed about them 
ſo intolerably they were not able to bear it. 
Upon which the king again defired Moſes 
to pray for him; Moſes did, and immedi- 
ately the flies were removed. But ſtill Pha- 
raok's heart was hardened, and he would 
not let the children of Trae! go. So then 
God ſent a fickneſs among the cattle, that 
they almoſt all died; and when that would 
not do, he ſent ſuch ſickneſs among the peo- 
ple, that they were all covered with ſores 


and boils, and ulcers. Aſter that he ſent 
D 2 ſtorms 
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ſtorms of hail which killed all thoſe it fell 
upon, beat down the roofs of the houſes, 
and deſtroyed all the buildings; yet ſtill 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would 
not let the children of J/rael go. So then 
God ſent a ſtrong wind, that brought with 
it a number of locuſts, which eat up all 
the fruits of the earth, and every thing that 
grows for the uſe of man and beaſt. But 
ſtill Pharaoh was only frighted for the time, 
and as ſoon as the plague was gone, he for- 
got the goodneſs of God in giving him 
relief; and alſo forgot the power of God 
o ſend a worſe plague, if he provoked him. 
Wicked people are always fooliſn. If he 
had had any ſenſe at all, he would have 
conſidered, that what God had done once 
he could do again, or a great deal worſe if 
he pleaſed, and that there is no eſcaping 
him. At laſt however, God Almighty oblig- 
ed Pharaoh to ſubmit to him, He ſent an 
angel through the land, commanding him to 
kill the firſt-born, that is, the eldeſt child in 
every family; except among the 1/raelites, 
where none of the firſt-born died. And 
God commanded Mo/es to inſtitute (that is 

o 
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to appoint) a faſt, which was to be obſerved 
by the children of 1/rael every year, in re- 
membrance of this event, and which wasto 
be called the paſſover; becauſe when the 
angel flew the firſt-born of the children of 
the Egyplians, the [jraclites were paſſed 
over, i. e. were preſerved alive. When 
Pharaoh had loſt his own firft-born, he 
found God was not to be reſiſted, and ſo a 
laſt he let the children of frac! go. And 
the Egyptians were fo glad of it, becauſe of 
the plagues God had ſent upon their ac- 
count, that they let them have a great deal 
of gold and ſilver, and ſeveral ear-rings and 
bracelets to carry away. So they went 
away very rich; andas they travelled along, 
God went before them by day in a cloud, 
and by night in a pillar of fire. At laſt they 
came to the Red Sea, but before they got 
there, Pharaoh's obſtinacy had got the better 
of his fears, and he repented he had let them 
go. So he called together his army, and fol- 
lowed them. Then the 1/raclites ſaw no- 
thing but the Red Sea before them, and the 
wicked king and his army behind them. 
They were ſo terified, they were ready to 
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die with fear, for they forgot that the Al- 
mighty was their friend. Moſes prayed to 
God, and he immediately bid him ftrike 
the ſea with his wand, which when he had 
done the waters divided on both ſides, and 
there was a path between for them to walk 
through. After they had paſled over to the 
other ſide, Pharaoh thought to follow them 
the fame way with his army, but the wa- 
ters cloſed over them, and they were all 
drowned. 

When the Iſraelites ſaw this they praiſed. 
God; and Mo/es made a fine pſalm of thankſ- 
giving, which they all ſung, and OT danced 
_ were very Joyful 25 


O. What may we learn from the fad end 
of Pharaoh ? 

A. We may learn that it is a very dread- 
ful thing to be of an obſtinate proud tem- 
per; and that after theſe bad diſpoſitions 
have been long indulged, they gain ſuch. 


Here it will be proper to teach them that ſong, 
explaining all che words in it. | 
69d p (0 power 
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power over the mind, as to lead perſons 
forward, even to their deſtruction. 

O. Is it any argument of a perſon's being 
in favor with God that he is great, and rich, 
and powerful ? 

A. No. Pharaoh was not only rich and 
powerful, but a great king. 

D. But may there not be other ends of 
God's providence. anſwered; by raiſing a 
wicked perſon to a high ſtation ? 

A. Yes. The pride and: obſtinacy of 
Pharaoh gave occaſion for that ſtriking diſ- 
play of the power of: God, which would in 
its conſequences be a bleſſing both to the 
Iſraelites and the ee Lot as we {hall ſee. 
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Tus fooliſh Ijraetites fon — their 
great deliverance, and the wonderful 
goodneſs of God. For finding there was, 
u waten in that place, they began to mur- 
D 4 mur 
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mur againlt Moſes for having brought them 
there. However, though they little deſerv- 
ed it, God commanded Mofes to ſtrike a 
rock with his wand, and then water flowed 
out of it: God allo was ſo good to them, 
that he rained from the clouds a ſort of 
grain, which made ſweet cakes called Man- 
na, and for variety ſent them very good 

- birds to eat, called Quails. 

As they travelled along they met with a 
king called Amalck, and he came out againſt 
them with a great army; but God gave the 
Tfraelites power over their enemies, and 
they got the better of them and vanquiſhed 
them, that is, beat them in battle. 

One day Almighty God called Mofes up- 
to a bigh mountain, called Mount Sinai, 
and covered him with a cloud from the ſight 
of the peopie. Then God was pleaſed to 

reveal his will to him, and gave him Ten 
Commandments written upon two tables of 
ſtone, that he might teach them to the peo- 
ple. Theſe are the Ten Commandmehts, | 
which are frequently read in places of public 
worſhip, and which we muſt all learn and 


i; becauſe. * were given by God 
nimſelf, 
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himſelf, and they teach us our duty to him 
and to all the world. By the firſt, ſecond, 
third and fourth, we learn, that there is no 
God but one, and that we ſhould fear and 
love him above all things, and worſhip him, 
becauſe he made us, and can deſtroy us in a 
moment. We learn by the fifth, to be duti- 
ful to our parents, and thoſe that are ſet over 
us in their ſtead; and by the fixth, ſeventh, 
eighth, ninth and tenth, we are taught nei- 
ther to murder, ſteal, nor do any manner of 
wrong; not to ſpeak ill of any, body, or 
even to covet, that is, to wiſh for anything 
that belongs to another. Becauſe, as God 
ſees our thoughts, he will puniſh wicked 
thoughts, as well as wicked Words, or wick- 
ed doings“. 

Moſes was forty days and eh nights at 
the top of Mount Sinai, learning all theſe 
and many more wiſe and good things from 
God. But in the mean time, the ungrate- 
ſul Ljraclites orew'tired of wang for him. 
In their impatience they ſuppoſed ke would 
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never come back, and ſo required Aaron, 
the brother of Moſes, to make a god for 
them, that they might worſhip, that is, pray 
to it. Aaron was grieved to hear them talk 
ſo wickedly and fo fimply, but was ſuch a 
coward, he feated they would kill him if he 
refuſed them. Therefore he took the gold 
and filver which the Egyptians had given 
them; he melted it over the fire, and 
made- an image of it in the ſhape of a calf; 
and a great many of them worſhipped it, 
fike their neighbours the heathens, and 
like the Egyptians. While they were ſo 
doing, Moſes came down from the moun- 
txin; and when he faw what they were 
about he was ſo provoked, that the tables 
fell out of his hand and were broke to 
pieces. And God vas ſo offended at their 
vickednefs, that he commanded to ſlay 
the moſt notorious of thoſe who were guil- 
ty of idolatry, that is, of worſhipping 
the idol or image. There were twelve 
thbuſand killed that day, and he made 
thoſe who were left wander about forty 
years in that place, which was called the 
Deſert 
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Deſert or Wilderneſs*, before they were per- 
mitted to go into the promiſed land, as a pu- 
niſhment for their ſtubbornneſs. Almighty 
God alſo thought fit to puniſh ſeveral other 
bad things, that ſome of them were guilty of. 

Before this time, he had beery pleaſed 
to command a fort of table to be built 
with ſtones ſet over one another, or in any 
other faſhion, This table was called an. 
Altar, and upon that Altar he bid them lay 
a lamb, or a dove, or ſome other thing; 
and whatever was laid upon the Altar wien 
wood under it, was called the Sacrifice, be- 
cauſe it was ſacrificed, that is, offered to 
God, as an acknowledgement that all we 
have comes from him, and that our beſt 
ſervices are? due: to him. And when God 
was pleaſed with thoſe who offered it, he 
ſent down fire from heaven to burn or 
conſume the ſacrifice, as a token that he 
accepted of it, and he forbid that any 
common fire ſhould ever be put to it. But 
one day two! "”" bold young: men, Nedab 
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and Abihu, had the aſſurance to diſobey, 
and to put common fire upon the Altar to 
burn the ſacrifice ; but God ſoon puniſhed 
their preſumption by ſending fire from 
Heaven, which burnt them up, and nobo- 
dy could ſave them. 

Another time there was a man who: was 
ſo wicked and preſumptuous as to ſpeak 
againſt God, his Maker; and this great 
ſin is called blaſphemy. And God Al- 
mighty commanded, that every one ſhould 
throw ſtones upon the blaſphemer till he 
was cruſhed to death, and it was accord- 
ingly done. 

Even Moſes, who was ſo good a man, 
forgot himſelf one day: he was ſo provok- 
ed by the people's obſtinacy as to be in a 
violent paſhon, and offended his Maker, the 
great God, who to puniſh him, ſaid, he ſhould 
not live till they went to the land of Ca- 

naan, but bid him go to the top of a high 
mountain, and look at it. When he came 
down again, he was very ſorry. for his fault; 
and God pardoned him, and took care of 
him when he died *. 

* Here I would adviſe teaching the rogth and 
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O. What is the in affront that can 
be offered to CGOdꝰ 

A. It is to warſhip or pray to any but 
himſelf; to any creature; to the ſun, moon 
or ſtars; or to any thing that is made with 
hands, ſuch as pictures, or images, bones, 
or relicks, or any thing elſe, as God ex- 
preſsly ſays in the ſecond commandment ; 
and praying to any thing but God, is calk 
ed idolatry. h 

O. Were the Egyptians idolaters? 

A. The Egyptians were great idolaters, 
and therefore the miracles and wonders 
which God enabled Moſes to perform, were 
in mercy deſigned not only to deliver the 
children of 4/raet, but alſo to cure the 
Egyptians of their idolatry. The pride 
and obſtinacy of Pharaoh; gave occaſion 
for theſe miracles, and on that account he 
was judged a proper perſon to be their 
king by Almighty God, who ſays, © for 
this purpoſe have 1 raiſed him up!“ 
L. What is meant, when it is faid, that 
God hardened the heart of Pharavk ; did 
Gee: make him wicked ? | 


A. No: 
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A. No; for Almighty God has no plea- 
ſure in the death of a ſinner, but would 
rather that he ſhould repent and live, It 
was therefore Pharaoh's own pride and ob- 
ſtinacy that was the cauſe of his deſtruction, 
In other places, Pharaoh is ſaid to have 
hardened his own heart: it was not there- 
fore by any extraordinary influence of God 
upon his mind that his heart was hardened, 
nor could Almighty God be ſaid to have 
done it, in any other manner, than as he 
may be ſaid to be the doer of _ _ 
which he does not prevent, | 

Q. What is the greateſt pats any 
one can attain ? een 

A. The greateſt kbppineſs days oneican 
attain, is to know the one living and true 
God; that is, to have true apprehenfions of 


his infinite | holineſs, mercy and righteouſ- 


neſs; from which we may learn what we 
muſt do, and what fort of perſons we muſt 
become in order to obtain his favor, The 
Egyptians, in common with other heathens, 
were great idolaters ; they were miſerably 
OS of the great God, and worſhipped 


Var ious 
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various different animals: to bring them 
therefore to the knowledge of himſelf, by 
whatever means, was really the greateſt 
favor that could be beftowed upon them. 


O. Is there any body now that is guilty 
of idolatry ? | 

A. Yes, a great many people called pa- 
piſts or Roman Catholics, who pray to ſe- 
veral things, and even to dead men and 
women, as if they could hear our prayers; 
whereas we know, that there is none but 
God who can be in all places at once, and 
can hear and ſee from one part of the world 
to the other. 

NL. How ſhould we behave to theſe Ro- 
man Catholics? 

A. We ſhould live civilly, and in a 
friendly manner with them, for they are 
our fellow- creatures, the children of Adam 
and Eve as well as we; but if they would 
perſuade us to do like them, tell them we 
dare not; for God forbids us in his Holy 
Bible. If they ſay it is not idolatry to 
worſhip pictures, or images, or creatures, | 
or to pray for the dead; or if they tell us 


we ſhould believe any man before the Bible, 
40 


4 
I 
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do not ligen to ſuch converſation, but pray 
to God to'convert them ; that is, to teach 
them better things: for though they mean 
well, they talk wickedly, and God permits 
it to (try or) exerciſe our virtue. We ſhould 


adviſe them to read, or hear others read the 
Bible, which is the word of God himſelf, 


and that their prieſts cannot deny. We 


ought therefore to believe nothing that 
contradicts the Bible, for who can know 
God's will ſo well as himſelf. And if they 
will not read that, and believe what is in 


it, they will ſurely believe nothing we can 


ſay ; therefore it is beſt not to argue with 
them, for arguments or diſputes often bring 
on quarrels, and when we quarrel, God is 
offended. _ 

. Pray how do we know all thefe 
things? 

A. God Almigbty in his great goodneſs 
was pleaſed, that Moſes ſhould write them 
all down, and leave it for us who came af- 
ter, that we might know his will and; bis 
greatneſs, 

So Moſes wrote the hiſtory of the crea- 
tion. The fall of Adam, the death of 
| | Abel, 
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Abel, the flood, the confuſion of Babel, the 
deſtruction of Sodom, the hiſtory of Abra- 
ham, of 1{aac, and of Jacob, and the ſtory 
of Foſeph. All theſe he wrote in one book, 
called the book of Geneſis. Moſes after- 
wards wrote the account of his own birth, 
of the plagues of Egypt, of the children of 
Iſrael paſſing the Red Sea, of their wander- 
ing in the wilderneſs forty years, of all that 
befel them there, and all that God directed 
them to do. Theſe matters are in four other 
books, called Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy, which with Geneſis, are ſome- 
times called the Pentateucl, i. e. five books. 
God directed thoſe that came in Moſes's 
place, after his death, to write what had 
happened in their time. So we have alt 
the hiſtory of the children of Hrael, al- 
moſt till the coming of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. We have alſo an account of Chriſt's 
life and death. All this is together in one 
great book, called the Holy Bible, becauſe 
it contains the Werd of God. And the 
Word of God is called revelation, becauſe 
God has revealed, that is, told it to us. 
Some part of the Bible is always read in 
AAHO public. 
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public worſhip. It is the wiſeſt and the beſt 


book in the whole world. Other books are 


written out of men's own heads, or out 
of what they pick up from others, but the 
Bible was written by the direction of God 


himſelf; and it teaches all that is neceſſary 
for us to know, and be, and do, -in order 


to our paſling comfortably through this 
world, and being happy for ever in the 
next, 


When you can read it, and are old 
enough to underſtand it, you will be al- 


lowed to read it all yourſelf. 
0. What is virtue? or what is it to be 
virtuous ? | 


A. It is when we are cither de or 


perfuaded to do what we know is wrong, 
to reſolve againſt it, and not to yield to any 
body or any thing, tho' we like it ever ſo 
much, if we know it will offend God. 
When ve are tempted, we muſt firive hard 
with ourſelves, and pray to God to help us, 
like 7o/eph, and all otter good men, and 
then it will not be in the power of bad or 
fooliſn people to ſpoil us, that is, to make 
us do in. 

CHAP, 
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CHA P. XIV. 
The Hifory of JOSHUA. 


AF TER the death of Mofes, it vleaſed 

God that Jou, the ſon of Nun, 
ſhould ſucceed him; that, is, ſtand: in his 
place, to ſhew the children of Jruel the 
way into the promiſed land of Cannan, de- 
fend them againſt their enemies, and teach 
them their duty to their Maker. He was 
to inſtruct them in every thing that was 
fit for them to do, and tell them that they 
ought not to do. He that governed the 
Ifraelites in thoſe days was called their 
judge. 

When therefore Jo/tua . judge of 
Iſrael, he drew near the firſt city in the 
land of Canaan, called Jericho, and: lent 
privately into the city to get an account. 
of the place and of the people in it. They 
who are employed in this manner are call- 
ed ſpies; and when a ſpy belonging to 
the enemy is found in any place, he is al- 
ways put to death. Theſe ſpies were very 

| near 


f 68 The Hiſtoryof Josnva. 
| | near being caught in Jericho; but a woman 
called Rahab, who lived near the gate of 
the city took compaſhon on them. She 
hid them in her houſe till it was night, and 
then let them out of a window by faſtening 
cords to it. Before they went away, ſhe 
made them promiſe, that in return, for 
having ſaved their lives, ſhe and her family 
. ſhould be ſpared when the 1ſrachtes got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the city, 

After this God commanded Foſhua to 
march with all the people to the river of 
Jordan, which ran between them and Je- 
richo. He then ordered, that the ſons of 
Levi, called Levites, ſhould carry the ark, 
and walk before the reſt into the river, and 
ſtand in the middle of it, with the ark. 
When they drew near, behold! to the great 
amazement of all the people, the waters 
divided as at.the Red Sea, and they paſſed 
over without ſo much as wetting their feet. 
Afterwards the people paſſed over alſo, 
and then the waters immediately returned 
to their old place. 

The next wonder that God performed 
for the ſake of his people, was at the town 

of 
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of Jericho. He commanded Joſhua to lead 
them round the town ſeven days together, 
blowing a trumpet every time, and on the 
ſeventh day the walls of the city tumbled 
down. By this means the 1/raelites march» 
ed in without any difficulty, and were maſ- 
ters of the place. The people to whom it 
| belonged having oppoſed the raeliles, and 
being ſuch wicked idolaters, God com- 
manded the children of Vrael to kill them 
all, except Rakhab and her family, accord- 
ing to the, promiſe the ſpies had made her, 
So they took great care of her, and all that 
belonged to her, for what good man ever 
forgets thoſe. that have been good to him? 
All the kings of that neighbourhood, jea- 
lous of their ſucceſs, came out at different 
times and fought againſt them. Whenever 
the 1/raclites ated wickedly, God ſuffered 
their enemies to beat them ; and from the 
ſtory of one them called Achan, which is 
mentioned in the ſcripures, one may learn 
that nothing is hid from the all-ſceing eye 
of God. But whenever they repented and 
behaved well, his anger was appeaſed, and 
then they again became ſtronger than their 
enemies, 
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enemies, and the victory was on their fide 
Juſhiua having thus conquered almoſt all 

the land of Canaan, divided it into twelve 
parts, according to the twelve tribes of 
Hrael. He made eleven of the tribes draw 

lots for their ſhares, that there might be 

no diſputes among them. As for the tribe 

of Levi, they did not draw, becauſe God 

had provided for them in another way; for 

he thought proper they ſhould be his mini- 

ſters, and always attend on his immediate 
ſervice; that is, employ themſelves intirely 

in explaining the ſcriptures, praying and 
doing ſacrifice at the altar. And as Joſeph, 

the beloved ſon of Facob, had two ſons, 
 Ephram and Manaſſeh, the lot of Joſeph fell 

to Ephraim; but as to Manaſſeh, he got 
that which would have been the Levites | 
portion, if God had not done ſo much bet- 
ter for them. 


O. Were the inhabitants of Canaan to 
be blamed for oppoſing the 1/raelites, who 
came to take their country from them? 

A. They were certainly not to be blamed 


for endeavouring to repel invaders, if they 
did 


r r .. EOS 
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did not know that what the Iſraelites did 


in this reſpett, was by the expreſs command 


of Almighty God. 


0. Although they did oppoſe them, and 
were ſuch wicked idolaters, why did God 


order the 1/raelites'to deſtroy them? 


A. We do not always know the reaſons 
of God's diſpenſations, but we may be ſure 
that they are ever founded in mercy as well 
as juſtice. You remember that the land 
of Canaan had been promiſed to Abraham 
above four hundred years before, and that 
this promiſe was very often afterwards re- 
peated; but it was not to be fulfilled till *the 
iniquity of the old inhabitants was full ;” 
that is, till they were become ſo wicked that 
they were not fit to live; and Almighty God 
had ſurely a right to deſtroy them in what- 
ever way he faw beſt; by the hand of the 
Iſraelites, as well as by an earthquake or fa- 
mine. Moreover, this ſignal deſtruction of 
the Canaarttes, of which the 1/raelites them- 
ſelves were made the inſtruments, would be 
an awful warning to them, to avoid thoſe 
ſins which had brought the divine judg- 
ments on that people, 


L. What 
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- Q. What was the ark which the Levites 
carried before the Vraelites over the river 
Jordan? * 15 

A. It was ſomething like a box, in which 
God cammanded the two tables of the law 
to be carefully kept; and this ark he com- 
mitted to.the care of the Levites, and did 
not ſuffer it to be produced, but upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions. 


CHAP. XV. 
The Book of JUDGES. 


7” EIS all theſe things, Joſſa died | 

in a good old age; and he had been 
ſo worthy a man, that all 1/rac! mourned 
for him many days. They remained ſome 
time without any judge, and being like a } 
flock of ſhecp without a ſhepherd, very ; 
often went aſtray. Inſtead of obeying the Bf 
laws of God, which they had been ſo often 
taught, and which were ſufficient to guide | 
them, they chole to follow the inclinations | 
of their own hearts, which were always | 4 

| diſpoled | 
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diſpoſed to evil, Bad people cannot live 
long in peace and quiet with one another, 
for they always want more than they have 
a right to, and do not ſcruple injuring 
others. Unjuſt actions muſt always pro- 
duce quarrels, for no body will let another 
oppreſs him if he can help it. | 
The people of Gibeal of the tribe of 
Benjamin, did a moſt barbarous wicked 
thing by one of the Levites, for which all 
the other tribes reſolved to puniſh them. 
The reſt of the Benjamites, inſtead of chaſ- 
tizing their wicked relations, took their 
part. This brought on a civil war, in which 
the tribe of Benjamin was almoſt all de- 
ſtroyed. A civil war is, when people of the 
ſame nation go to war with each other. 
This was a very bloody one, and when it 
was over, the other tribes repented having 
dealt ſo hardly with their brethren the Ben- 
Jamutes, and they all became good friends 
again. | * 
They were however much oppreſſed by 
their neighbours, the Syrians. They called 
to God for help, and he appointed Othniel 
to be their judge, who fought their battles, 
E and 
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and ſaved them from their enemies. After 
his death they fell into idolatry, and then 
God delivered them into the hands of the 
Moabites; but when they repented, Ehud was 
made judge of Jſrael, and overcame their 
adverſaries. The next judge was Sham- 
gar, he conquered the Philiſtines who had 
fallen upon them ; but when he died, they 
returned again. Then a wiſe woman, nam- 
ed Deborah the propheteſs, and Barak a 
valiant man, both governed T/rael together, 
and gained a victory over the Philiſtines. 
When the J1/razhites found themſelves de- 
livered 'from their enemies, they were 
very Joyful; and Deborah the prophe- 
teſs made a fine ſong, called a hymn or 
pſalm of thankſgiving, ſuch as we ſing 
in places of public worſhip, to praiſe God 
for his goodneſs to us. 

After the death of Deborah, the 1/rael- 
ztes fell again into idolatry, and God per- 
mitted the Midianites to oppreſs them for 
ſeven years; but when'they were penitent 
and called to him for help, he ſent his 
angel to call Gideon, who was threſhing 
wheat in a barn, and Gideon, with God's 

| help, 
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help, ſoon freed them from their ene- 
mies. 

When he died, one of his ſons, called 
Abimelech, murdered almoſt all his brothers, 
intending to be king of Jrael. This oc- 
caſioned great diſturbances among them, 
but they werequelled by his untimely death; 
for he who thought himſelf ſtronger and 
greater than all men, would not ſubmit 
even to his Maker; ſo God, that he might 
ſerve as an example, cauſed his life to be 
taken away by a woman throwing a ſtone 
at him. ä 

Tola was judge after him, and then Jair; 
in both their times the Jraelites provoked. 
God by their ſins, and he delivered them 
up to the Ammonites. After this the peo- 
ple became penitent, and then he gave 
them Jephtha as their judge. He was a 
great warrior, but one raſh action that he 
committed, made the remainder of his life 
unhappy. When he was going out to fight 
the Ammonites, he vowed, if God gave him 
the victory, he would ſacrifice the firſt thing 
he met when he returned home. He did 
conquer the Ammonites, but his only daugh- 

E 2 ter 
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ter not having heard of his vow, was ſo 
impatient to ſee her father again, that ſhe 
met him firſt of all; ſo to his great grief he 
was obliged to fulfil his vow, in conſecrating 
her to the Lord to remain unmarried all 
her days, that being the only way in which 
he could make good his vow in reſpett of 
her. When the poor old man, Jephtha, 
died, 1bzan was judge in his place; after 
T1bzan ſucceeded Elon, and after Elon, Ab- 
don was judge. When Abdon died, the 
Philiſtines oppreſſed T/rae! very much, till 
Sampſon was ſent by the Almighty to de- 
liver them. It pleaſed God to make Samp- 
fon the ſtrongeſt man in the world, He 
killed a lion without any help, and de- 
ſtroyed many of the Philiſtines. At length 
he fell into their hands, but not till he had 
killed a thouſand of them with only the 
jaw-bone of an aſs; and then he carried 
away upon his back the gates of the city 
where he was confined, and made his 
eſcape. But it was not long before they 
got him again, by the treachery of a wicked 
woman called Dalilah. The Philiftines of- 
fered her money, if ſhe would find ſome 
| means 
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means to deliver him up to them, which 
ſhe did. 

One day the Philiſtines made a great 
feaſt to their idol god Dagon, in his temple, 
and when they were in the midit of their 
mirth and jollity, they ſent for Sampſon to 
laugh at him and teize him. But the time 
was come, when it pleaſed God to deliver 
his people from ſuch cruel enemies; for 
Sampſon finding himſelf in their temple with 
thoſe bad people, called upon God to help 
him; then taking hold of the pillars that 
ſupported the building, and looſening them, 
the roof fell down and cruſhed them all to 
death. After this the Iſraelites were quiet 
for ſeveral ycars, and Eli, the high-prieſt, 
became judge of Tfrael., There was a 
young man named Samuel, who had been 
bred up under Eli from a child; and 
Samuel was fo pious and virtuous a youth, 
that God was frequently pleaſed* to ſpeak 
with him, and reveal to him his will, fo 
that he became a great prophet. As for 
Eli the high-prieſt, he was good himſelf, 
but he ſuffered his children to be wicked, 
and that is a great fin. His two ſons, Hophni 

E 3 and 
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and Phineas, behaved very ill; and though 
he knew it was his duty to puniſh them 
while they were young, in order to make 
them better, he gave himſelf no trouble 


about it; and as they were not contradicted, 


they grew worſe and worſe. They at laſt 


brought on their own ruin, as well as their 


father's, for they were killed in battle by 
the Pliliſtines, who over-ran all the coun- 
try: tne ark allo was taken; and when old 


Eli heard the news, he fell down and died 
with grief. Then was Samuel made a 


judge in his place, who kept the people 


in very good order, and followed the will 
of God in all things. However, the /raet- 
ites at laſt grew tired of having only judges 
over them, and had a mind to be governed 
by a king, as other nations were, and as we 
are in this kingdom. God Almighty, who 
knows all things, knew they would never 
be ſo happy under a king as under a great 
prophet, like Samuel, who conſulted his 
will in every thing; but he told them, 


ſince they had ſo great a deſire for a king, 


they ſhould have one. Accordingly he 


commanded Samuel to anoint a young man 
called 
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called Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin. It 
is an antient cuſtom to anoint a king 
with oil before he is crowned; there- 
fore, God commanded it, as a token that 
Saul was the king he had choſe for them. 
Samuel, however, ſtill governed 1/raet for 
a great while longer, becauſe the people 
knew he was a good man and a great 
prophet. 


"C3 


2. w hat is a prophet ? 

A. A prophet is one, whom God enables 
to communicate the knowledge of things, 
whether preſent, paſt, or to come, which 
could not otherwiſe have been obtained, 
by an extraordinary impulſe upon his mind; 
and this is called propheſying. Meſes was 
a prophet, for he wrote the hiſtory of the 
creation; and he forewarned the children of 
Iſrael before his death, what would be the 
conſequence of their diſobeying the com- 
mands of God; he allo foretold to the 1/rac- 
lites, in the xvilich chapter of Deuteronomy, 
that in future times theLord God would 
E 4 raile- 
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raiſe up a prophet ſrom among their bre- 
thren hke unto him, who ſhould {peak unto 
them all that God ſhould command him; 
and inthe New Teſtament, this 1s explained 
as referring to Feſus Chriſt, Moreover, 
praiſing God, and explaining his word and 
will, is ſometimes called propheſying. 

Some filly people fancy, that witches and 
conjurers have the ſame power of foretell- 
ing things, or, as they call it, fortune-tell- 
ing; but witches and conjurers are all 
cheats and impoſtors, who pretend to know 
what they do not know, with a deſign to 
get one's money, and to cheat one ; and 
'tis a great fin, as well as folly, to aſk them 
queſtions, or liſten to them. 

A true prophet is very unlike theſe 
cheats; he does not attempt to get our mo- 
ney, but endeavours to make us good; and 
may be known by the wonderful works 
which God enables him to do, as he did 


Moſes and many others. Theſe wonderful 


works are called miracles; but miracles 


-are now ceaſed, there have been none ſince 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles left the world; 
and we have no reaſon to expett any more, 
becauſe 
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becauſe the Chriſtian Religion is ſufficient 
for every good purpoſe, as you will know 
when you have learnt it. | 

Q. What is making a vow ? 

A. To make a vow to God, 1s to take 
an oath when we are in any diſtreſs, that 
if God will relieve us, we will in return do 
ſuch a thing for him. This is a fooliſh and 
a ſinful practice, for God is not to be bar- 
gained with like a man. All he does for 
us is of his own free goodneſs, for we can 
give him nothing, becauſe every thing is 
his own, and he can take it when he pleaſes; 
and he deſires nothing of us but that 
we worſhip him devoutly, and obey his 
laws, as he has told us in many parts of the 
ſcripture. 

We ſhould be very cautious, even about 
making a vow, or taking an oath to one 
another; for when once the words are gone 
out of our lips, if they are not unlawful, 
that is, contrary to God's law, we muſt per- 
form them. For nothing is ſo baſe as not 
keeping one's promiſe ; and nobody will 
regard one after having broke it. But it 


is ſtill worſe than that, to take a alle oath; 
E 3 that 
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that 1s, to ſwear a thing to be true which 
we know to be otherwiſe; or to ſwear a 
thing to be falſe, which we know to be true. 
Either of theſe kinds of falſe oaths is called 
perjury ; which is a molt horrible fin. 
. What is a high-prieſt ? 
A. The high-prieſt of the Jews was the 
chick of the prieſts, whoſe office it was, 
like them, to offer ſacrifices and to burn 
incenſe, and to do other ſervices in the 
.temple. It was his peculiar deſtinnatin to 
go into the innermoſt part of the temple 
once every year, on the day of atonement 
as it was called, to perform there the eſpeci- 
al ſervices of that day. He was appointed 
. alſo to overlook all the temple-worſhip, and 
to judge among the prieſts and the peo- 
ple in many matters, both civil and reli- 
gious. OE” 
. Where do we find the hiſtory of the 
Judges of 1/rael? 
A. You will find it all in that part of the 
{cripture called the Book of Judges. There 
were fifteen of them after of the death of 
Foſhua ; Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, 
| Barak, 


* 
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Barak, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Farr, Jeph- 
tha, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Sampſon, Eli, and 
Samuel. 


c HA p. XVI. 
The Reign of King SAU IL. 


HOUGH Saul had been anointed - 

king, he was ſtill too young to govern 
the people ; therefore he went back to his 
father's houſe, and ſtaid there till the King 
of Ammon attacked the Iſraelites, that is, 
made war upon them. Saul then remem- 
bering he was their king, put himſelf at the 
head of their army, and beat the Ammonites; 
upon which the 1/raelites were ſo pleaſed 
with his courage and prudence, that they 


acknowledged him to be their king. After 


this, he gained many other vittories; but 
at laſt he grew proud and preſumptuous, 
and did not obey the orders which God 
gave by his prophets, and by that means 
loſt the favor of God. He that gave him 

E6 - his 


* 
tit 
I 
N 
% of 

1 
N 


— _ * — 
— — — 22 — oy 
— oo ˙ 
a oo 
* — 2. pn 
-> 


[F 
. 
4 
= - 
} 
"28 
= 
4A 
G 
4 
5 
nt 
i 
j 
+ 3B 
5 » 
, * 
1 4 
{ 
1 
U 
1 
1 
* 
'2 
' 
: 
[ 
11 
{8 
4 
$ 
4% 
1 
» & 
91 
4 
{ 
4 
14 
. 
| 
* 
_ * 


84 The Reign of King DAv 1p. 


his crown reſolved to deprive him of it, 
ſince he proved unworthy. And ſo high- 
ly was the Almighty offended with him, 
that he would not permit Fonathan, the 
fon of Saul, to be king after him, but 
fixed upon David the ſon of Jeſſe, 


. 
The Reign of King DAVID. 


D AVID was great orandſon to Ruth, 
of the tribe of Judah, who was a very 


good woman, and had been remarkable 
for her dutiful behaviour to her mother- 


in-law. Her ſtory is in the Holy Bible, 
and is called, The Book of RuTtn. Her 
ſon Obed was the father of Jeſſe, and Feſſe 


was the father of David. 


After David had been anointed king by 
the command of God, he continued with 


his family, waiting till God thought pro- 
per that he ſhould reign over the 1/rael- 
 . [etes, in the place of Saul. 


Some 
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Some time after, Saul being diſturbed 
in mind, and very miſerable, becauſe he 
knew he had offended God, deſired his 
fervants to ſend ſomebody who could play 
well upon the harp, to amuſe his grief. 
David could play better than any body, fo 
he was ſent for. His muſic was ſo fine, that 
the king was much pleaſed : he liſtened to 
him with delight, and yet the moment Dg- 
vid ceaſed playing, the diſtemper of Saul's 
mind returned. There is no cure for a 
guilty conſcience, but reconciling one's ſelf 
to God by hearty repentance and amend- 
ment of life. So David went back to his 
father. 

Soon after the Philiſtines made war upon 
the 1ſraclites, and ſent Goliath, a giant, to 
challenge any one of them. A giant is a 
man much taller and ſtronger than other 
men: and Goliath was ſo great a giant, that 
not one of Saul's ſoldiers durſt encounter 
him, though Saul promiſed his daughter in 
marriage to the man that ſhould kill him. 
He came out for ſeveral days together, dar, 
ing them to battle; but they were all terrified 
at the ſight of hm. At laſt young David 


hap« 
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happened to be ſent to the camp, to bring 
ſome proviſions to his brothers, who were 
ſoldiers. When he ſaw the giant, and 
heard his inſolent language, God inſpired 
him with courage, and he reſolved to go 
out and meet him. All the army of Iſrael 
wondered and trembled for him : and, 
when Goliath ſaw what a ftripling he was, 
he ſuppoſed he had been ſent to mock 
him, and was very angry. He raiſed up 
his club, intending to knock out the young 
man's brains, but David turned aſide and 
"eſcaped the blow. He then threw a ſtone 
at the giant, which ſtruck his forehead, 
and he fell down: then David ran to him 
before he could recover himſelf, drew out 
Goliath's {word as he lay upon the ground, 
and with it cut off his head. David did 
many other great things, becauſe God 
aſſiſted him, which made all the people 
admire him; and good Jonathan, the fon 
of Saul, loved him as his own ſoul. But 
as bad people are always jealous cf thoſe 
who are better liked than themſelves, fo 
Saul hated David, and would have been 
glad to do him any miſchief he could, 
though 
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though he was become his ſon-in-law, 
being married to his daughter. 

He tried ſo often to put David to death, 
that he was obliged to run away and hide 
himſelf, ſometimes with the prophet Sa- 
muel, and ſometimes with the Philiſtines. 
But the Pliliſtines grew ſuſpicious, and took 
him for a ſpy, ſo he durſt not ſtay long 
with them. He wandered about in the de- 
ſerts, and lodged in caves, while Saul was 
almoſt mad with fury that he could not find 
him. In the mean time David gained ma- 
ny friends, who went with him, and ſhared 
his diſtreſſes; and there were ſeveral of 
Iſraelites that aſſiſted him. There was, how- 
ever, one man called Nabal, who was bru- 
tal and churliſh, and behaved with rough- 
neſs and ill-nature to him, But his wife 
Abigail, a prudent, ſenſible woman, was 
much concerned when ſhe heard of it; 
and to ſave her huſband from the reſent- 
ment he had reaſon to expett, ſhe went 
to David to make all the excules ſhe could, 
and to aſk his pardon. 

Still Saul purſued David wherever he 
went, One day Saul happened to go into 

a cave, 
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a cave, where David was hid with two or 
three of his friends in a corner, out of 
light. Then Saul was in David's power, 
and he could have ended all his diſtreſſes, 
by putting his unjuſt enemy to death. But 
a good man would ſuffer any thing rather 
than take revenge, or do a baſe act, and 
would always return good for evil. So 
Dauid let Saul eſcape, and yet that ſtub- 
born king continued ſtill to be David's 
enemy. 

Another time Saul's life was again in 
David's power, but no provocation could 
tempt him to do him any hurt, fo they 
parted again: and then David to be en- 
tirely out of his way, went and lived in the 
country of the Phil:ſtines. 

Some time after, a freſh war broke 
out between that nation and the 1/raelites, 
in which Saul and Jonathan his fon were 
killed in battle. When David heard the 
news he was much concerned for Saul, 
; becauſe he had been his father-in-law 
and his king; and he grieved moſt ex- 
ceedingly for Jonathan, who had always 
| behaved to him as a brother and a friend. 

6 He 
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He made a fine funeral ſong for Saul and 
Jonathan, and ſet it to muſick. 

After the time of mourning was paſt, 
firſt two of the tribes, and then the other 
ten acknowledged David king of Iſrael. 

He ruled for a great while with juſtice 
and mercy, and was a wile and a great 
king, He never forgot the friendſhip of 
Jonathan towards him, but treated a poor 
lame ſon that he left behind, called Me- 
pluboſheth, with the ſame affection that he 
did his own children. All his fubjetts 
were happy under his government. He 
was very devout, and made a number of 
fine ſongs or pſalms. We have in the 
Bible an hundred and fifty, moſtly written 
by him, which are called the Pſalms of 
David. Some of theſe are penitential, that 
is, written when he was ſorry for his ſins, 
and imploring God's forgiveneſs; and ſome 
are thankſgivings for mercies received. 
Some deſcribe the goodneſs and greatneſs, 
and all the wonders of Almighty God; and 
others are prophetical, that 1s, filled with 
prophecies of what ſhould afterwards hap- 


pen. 


David 
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David alſo collected all the riches he 
could get, either in gold or ſilver, ivory, 
precious ſtones or fine timber, and laid 
them by, as materials for building a great 
temple at Jeruſalem ; that is, a magnificent 
houſe in honour of God, ſet apart for his 
ſervice; where the prieſts ſhould be con- 
tinually attending on his worſhip, and whi— 
ther the people ſhould reſort to pray and 
offer ſacrifices. This was what he had 
chiefly at heart; but it was not the divine 
will chat the temple ſhould be begun, dur- 
ing David's life time. God wa however 
graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint him, by one 
of his prophets, that he approved of his 
intention, and that it ſhould be executed 
in the reign of Solomon his fon. In ſhort, 
David reigned ſo well, that all his neigh- 
bours loved him, and God called him the 
man after his own heart. Jeruſalem was the 
chief city, and where all the men were 
every year to aſſemble three times, to ob- 
ſerve the paſſover, and two cther feſtivals. 

Who would have thought that ſuch a 
wile prince could ever do wrong? But the 


fooliſh 
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ſooliſh pleaſures of the world, the riches 
he poſſeſſed, and the reſpect every body 
paid him, tempted him to forget his duty 
to God his Maker, and think of nothing 
but pleaſing himſelf: and whoever does 
that will ſoon be led aſtray. It was juſt fo 
with David; whenever he negletted ſtudy- 
ing to pleaſe God, and began to think of 
pleaſing himſelf only, he fell into the great - 
eſt fins; but God Almighty was ſo good as 
to ſend him great afflictions, which made 
him think of his ſins and repent. After a 
great deal of ſorrow and reſolving to amend 
his life, the Almighty forgave him and bleſſ- 
ed him again. The fins of David were 
very great indeed, but his ſorrow for them 
was great too, and his puniſhment very 
ſevere, which at ſome time and in ſome 
manner, is what all ſinners muſt expect. 


David ſuffered great ſickneſs for his crimes, 


and met with terible afflictions in his family. 
They were all at variance among each other, 
and Ab/alom, one of his ſons, rebelled againſt 
him. He allo loſt the love of his people, 
who ceaſed to reſpett him, when he be- 
came diſobedient to God. The greateſt 

part 
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part of them joined with Ab/alom, and made 
him king, and. drove David out of Feru- 
falem, his capital city; but when God had 
ſufficiently humbled him, he deſtroyed 
 Abſalom's army, and the young man himſelf 
loſt his life. The people then returned to 
David their old king. He grieved a long 
while for his ſon Ab/alom, and took care 
never to offend God any more. He lived 
to a great age, and governcd the people well 
and God to reward him, permitted his ſon 
Solomon, though but a youth, to ſucceed 
him to the crown of 1/rael, 


Q. If David, notwithſtanding his fine 
qualities did ſo many wicked things, how 
came he ever to have been called the man 
after God's own heart? 

A. I believe this is rather too ſtrongly 
expreſſed in our tranſlation from the Hebrew, 
(which 1s the language in which the ſcrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament are written) and 
t hat it ſhould rather be, ſpeaking in the 


name of God, «I have found me a man to 


my 
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my heart;” or as we ſhould ſay of a perſon 
weemployed, and who did what he was or- 
dered, © I have found mea man to my mind.“ 
Saul did not obſerve the meſſages which 
God ſent to him by his prophets, but David 
was very obedient and did obſerve them. 
This expreſſion thereſore had nothing to 
do with David's moral character, but is true 
of him only in contradiſtinction to Saul as 
king of 1/rael, in which character David 
was a man agreeable to the mind of God, 
which Saul was not. 

O. Are the Pſalms of David the ſame 
which are ſaid at church? 5 

A. Yes; and many parts of them are 
well ſuited for public chriſtian worſhip: 
bnt we are to remember, that it is of 
no ule to repeat the words of a prayer, 
or pſalm, unleſs we think, at the ſame time, 
what we are ſaying. It is highly offenſive 
to God to let our thoughts ramble, either 
at public or private prayer. 

Q. Is it a fin to divert ourſelves, nd to 
be merry ? 

A. Very far from it; God Almighty, 
who is goodnels itſelf, and loves us, per- 
. mits 
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mits us to be as merry, and to divert our- 

ſelves as well as we can, provided our di- 
verſion or mirth is not ſinful, that is, does 
not hurt ourſelves or others. When it can 
do no harm, it is called innocent -mirth; 
and good people always feel mirth and plea- 
ſure, becauſe they know that God Almighty 
loves them, and protetts them. It is how- 
ever certainly a ſin to employ our whole 
time in diverſion only, becauſe that pre- 
vents all neceſſary and uſeful buſineſs from 
being done. But as king David's ſon ſays, 
in the book of Eccleſiaſtes, 


To every thing there 1s a ſeaſon, and a 
time to every purpole under heaven, 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a 
time to plant, and a time to pluck away 


that which is planted. 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh, a 


time to mourn, and a time to dance. 


Wiſe people, thercſore, are always care- 
ful to divide their time in a proper manner. 


CHAP, 
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c HAP. XVIII. 


The Reign of King SOLOMON, 


F9L OMON had been taught by his 

parents, that religion and virtue was 
true wiſdom; and that true wiſdom is more 
valuable than riches, becauſe it procures 
us the eſteem of good men, and pur- 
chaſes eternal happinels in the next. There- 
fore, when he prayed for God's bleſſing, 
he aſked for nothing but wiſdom ; and the 


Almighty was fo pleaſed with his modera- 


tion, that he granted him the wiſdom he 
aſked for, and riches and honours beſides. 
By means of this he was the greateſt king 
ever heard of; and to this day, when we 


would praiſe any body's wiſdom, we ſay they 


are as wiſe as Solomon. He did many good 
things, which are mentioned in the ſcrip- 
tures; and wrote, ſome of the books that 
are in it. One of them is called the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon. It is full of wiſe ſayings, 
and pretty thoughts, very improving and 
enter- 
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entertaining. He built the temple of Je- 
ruſalem, which his father leſt him materials 

for, and directions how it ſhould be built 
and finiſhed. Thoſe directions David had 
received from God himſelf; ſo that no 
temple ever was ſo beautiful, We find the 
deſcription of it in the Holy Scripures. 
Solomon alſo built a great palace for himſelf, 
and ſeveral other fine buildings. And his 
wiſdom was ſo much talked of abroad, that 
the queen of Sheba came from a diſtant 
country to fee him, and admire the won- 
ders of his country. 

Yet, even this great and wiſe man went 
aſtray; with all his wiſdom Solomon fell. 
We all muſt remember to have read, how 
careful Abraham was to chuſe a good wife 
for his ſon aac; and alſo, how Tſaacwhen he 
grew old, ſent Facob as far as Padan- Aram, 
two days journey, to marry one of his cou- 
fins, becauſe they had had a good educa- 
tion. A good woman behaves well to her 
huſband, and takes care of his family and 
children: but Solomon, wile as he was, did 
not conſider that. He took wives from 
among bad people, that were idolaters and 

Wy idle 
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idle, and did nothing but eat and drink, 
and make merry. Theſe bad women per- 
ſuaded Solomon to do like themſelves, by 
which means he fell from all his glory. He 
was deſpiſed in his old age, and a prophet 
from God foretold him, that the crown of 
1/racl ſhould not continue in his family; ſo 
he died in ſhame and diſgrace. 


C. HAF. 


The Diviſion of the Kingdom under REH- 


BOAM, 


EHOBOAM, the fon of Solomon, 
ſucceeded him, but did not reſemble 

him in wiſdom. He had not ſenſe enough 
either to aſk it of God, or to conſult the 
experienced old men whom his father uſed 
to employ in the affairs of the nation. 
This weak prince, on the contrary, en- 
couraged by his young and fooliſh compa- 
nions, behaved to his ſubjetts with ſuch 
pride and ſeverity, than ten of the twelve 
F tribes 
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tribes rebelled againſt him, and made Je- 
roboam, the ſon of Nebat, their king. Only 
two of the tribes continued with Rehoboam, 
the tribe of Judah and that of Benjamin; 
and God Almighty never permitted him nor 
his ſons to regain the reſt. So that he re- 
mained only king of Judah, while Feroboam 
was called king of Iſrael. 

This Jeroboam, the fon of Nebat, was a 
very bad man, and an idolater; and ſo were 
his ſons that reigned after him, and every 
king that ſucceeded them. There were about 
twenty of them, one after another, that 1s, 
in ſucceſſion. Omri, the fourth king, built 
a great city, called Samaria, and it became 
the capital, that is, the chief city in 1/racl, 
as Jeruſalem was the capital city of the 
kingdom of Judah. 


— —  __—_ 
CHAP TX: 
The Captivity of the ISRAELITES. 


OD Almighty bore with their idola- 
tries, and other fins, for ſome time, 

to leave them room to repent ; but at laſt, 
as 
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as their wickedneſs increaſed, he would 
bear with it no longer. So in the reign of 
Hoſhea, their laſt king, Samaria was taken 
by the king of A Hria, and Hoſhea with 
almoſt all his people, were carried away 
into Babylon, the capital of A yria; and, 
at the ſame time, a number of Babylonians 
were ſent to Samara, to inhabit that city, 
and enjoy the lands of the 1ſraelites. 


- 


Q. What were the names of all thoſe 
Kings of J/racl ? 

A. FJeroboam, Nadab, Baaſha, Elah, Zim- 
ri, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, Fehoram, Fehu, 
Feloahaz, Feroboam, Zachariah, Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekaluah, Peta, Haſtea. 


CHAP XN: 


The taking of ]JE:RUSALEM, and the 
Deſtruction of the Temple. 


A for the kingdom of Judah, it was 
governed by kings of the family of 


David, for fourteen an and to the 
F 2 number 
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number of twenty kings after him. Some 
of thoſe kings were good men, and zealous 
for the worſhip of the one true God, like 
their grandfather David; ſuch as A/a, Ama- 
ztah, Azariah, Fotham, Hezekiah, and Joſial; 
but moſt of the others followed the exam- 
ple of their brethren, the kings of Jfrac!, 
and were idolaters, like them. The people 
alſo of the one kingdom, became as bad as 
thoſe of the other, The goodneſs of God 
did not fail to warn them, by ſeveral pro- 
phets, that he would deſtroy them as a na- 
tion, if they perſiſted in their wickedneſs. 
We read in the Bible of Elijah and Eliſha, 
great prophets; alſo, of Hoſea, Amos, Ze- 
dekiah, Micaiah, and a great number of 
others, who were all ſent for that purpoſe. 
Not one of theſe was able to perſuade 
the Jews, that is, the Fudeans, to amend 
their lives: and even the example of the 
fatal end of the kingdom of 1/rael, was not 
ſufficient to induce that of Fudah to reform; 
ſo that in the reign of Zedekiah, king of 
Fudah, that kingdom allo was overrun by 
the TO, who. carried away the king 


and 
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and people to Babylon, and plundered the 
temple of God, about fix hundred years be- 
fore the coming of Jeſus Chri/t. 


O. What were the names of the kings of 
Juda from Rehuboam ? 
A. Rehoboam, Abyah, Aſa, Jehoſaphat, 


Fehoram, Ahaziah, Jogſſi, Amaziah, Uzzi- © 


ah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manaſſeh, 
Foſtah, Fehoahaz, Fehotakim, A 
Zedekiah. 

D. Where can we find the kiſtory of all 
theſe kings? 

A. We find a full account of all theſe 
kings in that part of the Bible called the 
books of Samuel, and in the books of 
Kings, and of Chronicles. 


Q. May we be ſure that the threatenings 


of Almighty God will be executed, as well 
as his promiſes fulfilled ? 
A. Yes, we may be ſure of it. 
Q. Did not the J/raelites know this, and 
had not Moſes told them many years before, 
8 what 


102 The Return of the Captives, and 


6 


what would be the conſequence if they dif- 
\ obeyed the will of God? | 

A. They did know it; and Mofes had 
teld them that they would be carried away 
captives by their enemies; but this is what 
wicked fooliſh people do every day ; they 
know if they commit fin, that God will not 
take them to Heaven, yet they behave as 
if they did not know it. 


C H AP. XIII. 


The rs of the Captives, and Dain 
/ the Temple. 
* Fews continued in the land of their 
| captivity about ſeventy years. At the 
end of that time, Cyrus, king of Perſia, 
being alſo king of Babylon, God Almighty 
put it in his mind and heart to fend home 
moſt of the children of 7/racl. 
They were by that time ſufficiently hum- 
bled, and very penitent, and never relapſed 
into idolatry again. God therefore took 
compaſſion on them, and they were enabled 
aſter ſome difficulties, to ſettle themſelves 


again at Jeruſalem, and repair and beautify 
the 
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the temple, but they could not make it fo 
fine as it had been at firſt. However, the 
high prieſts and Levites officiated in a re- 
gular manner, and the ſervice of the tem- 
ple was conducted with decency, for they 
had the free exerciſe of their religion; 
though in moſt other matters, they were 
obliged to ſubmit to a goveraor appointed 
by the kings of Perſio, 

We read of the return of theſe captives, 
of the repairing of the temple, and re- 
building the walls of the city, in the books 
of Ezra, Nehemaah, and Eſther, which are 
part of the Holy Bible. We allo find in 
that divine and wonderful volume, the 
prophecies of Jaiah, of Jeremiah, Ezeki- 
el, Daniel, and a great number of others, 
which foretold all thoſe great events. 


Q. Did theſe prophets live at the ſame 
time ? 

A. No, ſome of them lived in the times 
of the kings of 1/rae! and Juda; ſome of 
them after the deſtruftion of their king- 
doms ; and the three laſt aſter the return of 


the Jeus from captivity. 
3 2. What 
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0. What were theſe prophets commilſli- 
oned to do? 5 

A. They were ſent by Almighty God, to 
forewarn the people of Jrael and Judah, of 
the fad conſequence of their diſobeying 
the laws of God, and to exhort them to re- 
pentance; but ſometimes with meſſages from 
God to other nations. The books which 
are called by their names, contain many 
very fine diſcourſes delivered at different 
times: they likewiſe ſpeak in ſeveral places 
of the coming of the Meſſiah; and T/atah in 
particular, deſcribes his excellent character, 
and many of the circumſtances of his ſuf- 
{erings and death. | 


Dr AXEL 


Of the FouR MoNARCUIES. 


"PIES next thing theſe prophets fore- 
told, was God's puniſhment of the 
Aſſyrians or Babylomans, whoſe city would 
be deſtroyed by the Perfians, ſor having 
treated the //raehites with ſuch cruelty. 
They 
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They alſo foretold, that thoſe Perſians 
would afterwards be commered by the 
Greeks, and that thoſe Greeks would, at 
laſt, be overcome by the Romans, which 
Romans would become maſters of the world: 
that the Jews would, as well as other na- 
tions, be obliged to ſubmit to them; and 
that after all thoſe things, our Saviour 
Chriſt would come into the world. All: 
this. has accordingly come to pals, and 
theſe. four monarchies, or powers, have 
governed the world in their turn. Firſt, 
the A//yrians who ſubdued the two king- 
doms of 1/rael and Judah, and every other 
country within their reach. Secondly, the 
Perſians, who, commanded by Cyrus, made ' 
themſelves maſters of the proud city of 
Babylon, and permitted the Jeus to return 
home. Several other kings of Perſia ſuc- 
ceeded him, till, thirdly, the Greeks, com- 
manded by king Alexander, (called the 
great) marched into Perſia, beat their ar- 
mics,” and took poſſeſſion of their domini- 
ons. The Jews were: frequently diſturbed : 
by them till they ſubmitted. to che Romans, 


who, fourthly, came out of a City called. 
F 5 Nene, 
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Rome, and, by degrees, vanquiſhed every 
nation in the world. When every coun- 
try had yielded to them, and all nations 
were at peace, Auguſtus Cæſar was empe- 


ror of Rome; at which happy time our 
bleſſed Saviour came to deliver us all from 


ſin and death. 


O. Were the Jews in ſubjedtion to the 
emperor of Rome, when Jeſus Chriſt was 
born? 

A. Yes: but. the Romans ſuffered them 
to be governed. by their own. laws, to en- 
Joy the free uſe of their religion, and to be 
ruled by a king of their own nation; only. 
they had not the power over life and death, 
and they were obliged to pay tribute ; that 
is, ſuch a ſum of money as the emperor, 
pleaſed to d MAE year to be paid to 
| him. 
| Q. Had any. of the prophets th 
where Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be born? | 

A. Yes, it had been foretold that, he 
ſhould be born in Bethlehem of Juden. 

L. Did the e of the Jews then. 


expect, 
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expett that about that time the Meſſiah - 
ſhould be born? | 
Al. Yes, there was ſuch a general expecta- 
tion, not only among the Jews, but through- - 
out all the Eaſt; but the Fews miſtook the 
true character of the. Meftak, and expett- 
ed a great temporal prince, who would 
make them a powerful nation, and deliver 
them from their ſubjection to the Romans. 


— 


GH HRT . 
Of the. Book of 10 B. 


1 HAVE now given an account of every 
part of the Bible which is called the Old 
Teſtament, except the Book of Fob. It 

contains the life of that good man, and is 
one of the fineſt ſtories in the Holy Scrip- 
ture. They do not tell us in what time 
he lived; but he is mentioned as a pattern - 
of goodneſs, patience, and ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God. No man ever under- 
went harder trials; for he was deprived of 
all his fortune, his friends, and his children, 
F. 6 and 
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and endured the moſt painful ſickneſs; but 
thoſe ſerved to ſhew his great dependence 
upon God, and his humility, and that no ex- 
tremity of ſufferings could tempt him to do 
evil. When Job's piety had been ſufficiently 
manifeſted, God Almighty reſtored to him 
all he had loſt, fortune, friends, children, 
and health; and added a great deal more, 
ſo that the latter end of his life was ſti} 


more proſperous than the beginning had 
been. 


— — ————— ͤ w rꝗJ— 


0. Are there no more. books in the Old 
Teſtament than thoſe we have taken no- 
tice of ? | 

A. No; but we find in ſome Bibles, at 
the end of the Old Teſtament, the books 
of Eſdras, Tobit, Fudith, and ſeveral others 
which are called apocryphal ; that is, doubt- 
ful; ſince therefore the Fews, from whom 
we received the Old Teſtament, did not 
acknowledge the Apocrypha as part of it, 

we have no reaſon to believe that it is, but 
great reaſon to believe that it is not; for 
in many places it is contrary to the true 


Scrip- 
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Scriptures. We therefore cannot depend 
upon the truth of every thing we read in 
theſe apocryphal books, nevertheleſs ſome 
of them may afford us inſtruction, as well 
as entertainment. 


j .. ———— ̃ 


CHAP. XXV. 


The Life of our SAVIOUR. 


O Lord and Saviour Jeſus. Chrif 

was born of the Virgin Mary, and to 
this extraordinary event thoſe words of the 
prophet E/azas are applied: Behold, a virgin 
ſhall be with child, and ſhall bring forth a 


ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, 
God with us. 


This divine perſon had no father; for 
though Mary's parents had contracted her 
to Joſeph, they did not yet live together; and 
God Almighty was pleaſed to reveal to Fc- 
ſeb in a dream, that the child which ſhould 
be born of Mary, was formed by the imme- 
diate power of God, and that he muſt give 


him 
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him the name of Jeſus. Soon after his 
birth, ſome wiſe men from the Eaſtern 
country, where the expettation of the Me- 
ſial was general, having been by ſome won- 
derful means apprized of that happy event; 
came into Fudea to worſhip, that is, to pay 
homage to him; or to acknowledge him for 
a great prince. Herod, whom the Romans 
had ſet over the land of Judah, was much 
alarmed at the news; for miſtaking in com- 
mon with the reſt of the Jew:/h people, the 
true character of the Meftah, he feared that 
Jeſus Chriſt would be promoted to the throne 
in his room. 
This bad man, therefore, tried to find 
out the child, with an intention to deſtroy 
him; but Joſehi and Mary were ſo poor. 
and fo little known, that he could not diſ- 
cover him. Then cruel Herod, in order 
to make ſure of him, commanded all the 
infants to be put to death, who were in or- 
about Bethlehem, where it was foretold that 
- Chriſt ſhould be born. But God diſcovered.! 
bis wicked intention to Foſeph in a dream, 
deſiring him to make haſte, and take the 
child and his mother into Zgypt, They. 
| | went. 


The Life of our Saviour. 111 


went and ſtaid there, till God informed: 
him by another dream, that Herod was 
dead, and commanded him to return home, 
but to go to Nazareth, and not to Bethlehem, . 
for fear of Herod's fon, who then reigned, 
and who was as-cruel as his father. 

When Jeſus was but twelve years old, 
he aſtoniſhed all who ſaw. or heard of him, 
by the extraordinary wiſdom he diſplayed. 
But before he made any appearance as a- 
prophet, John the Baptiſt was ſent out by. 
God Almighty, to prepare people's minds 


for the coming of the Meſſial, and he ex- 


horted every body to repent, and alſo to be 
baptized; a ceremony, on their ſubmiſſion 
to which they publicly expreſſed their de- 
fire of becoming the diſeiples of the Mefſtah, . 
their acknowlegement that repentance was 
neceſſary. in order to their becoming ſuch, . 
and their belief that John was divinely. 
* commiſſioned: to prepare men for-his re- 
ception. 

When our Lord was about thirty years 
old, he began to exert himſelf ſuitably to 
the intentions of his coming. Firſt of all, 
he was baptized by John, at which time 

the 
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the Holy Spirit, that is, extraordinary power 
from Almighty God, was given him. Jeſus 
was after this put under a very ſingular 
temptation, to exerciſe him beforehand, and 
to fit him for his great office of teacher and 
ſaviour of a ſinſul world; and he faſted 
forty days, all which time was ſpent in 
holy meditation and prayer, and receiving 
divine inſtrudtion and direction. When 
the temptation was ended, he began to call 
upon the people to repent-and amend their 
lives. He went up into a mountain, and 
delivered ſome of the moſt excellent dil- 
courſes that ever were heard. In theſe dil- 
courſes he preſcribes that which we call the 
Lord's Prayer, as a pattern for all addreſſes 
to Almighty God. He teaches us allo that 
we muſt be humble, ſubmiſſive, patient and 
good-natured; in ſhort, that we muſt nei— 
ther do nor ſay, nor even think any thing 
that is wrong, and that we muſt ſtudy to do 
kindneſs even to our greateſt enemies. For 
by ſo doing, we imitate God. himiclf, who 
is kind to the idolatrous and diſobedient, 
as well as the pious and obedient; who ſends 
no affliftions but as remedies or preſerva— 

ves, 


1 — 
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tives, to make us better, or to keep us good; 
and who permits the enlivening ſunſhine, 
and refreſhing ſhowers, to viſit the good 
and bad alike. 

When our Saviour deſcended from the 
mount, he - practiſed all he had been 
preaching; for he went about doing good, 
and exerciſing the great power he had re- 
ceived from God for the benefit of men. 
He cured diſtempers of all kinds by a word, 
or a ſingle touch. He made the deaf to 
hear, the lame to walk, the blind to ſee, 
the dumb to ſpeak, and raiſed the dead to 
life. In ſome inſtances there was ſuch 
virtue accompanying him, that if a diſtem- 
pered perſon touched even his cloaths, in 
hopes of being cured, they were immedi- 
ately well; and though he had no lands or 
money, he twice ſatisfied the hunger of 
ſeveral thouſands with a few loaves and 
fiſhes. The ſtory of his raiſing Lazarus 
from the dead, and the whole account of 
that family, exhibits a moſt pleaſing picture 
of tenderneſs, humanity, and friendſhip: 
Our bleſſed Lord, not content with doing 
what good he could perſonally, or by him- 

ſelf, 
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ſelf, choſe twelve from among his diſciples 
to be conſtantly with him, and particularly 
inſtructed by him; and after having been. 
enabled'by Almighty God to communicate 
to them the power of working miracles, he 
commanded them to diſperſe themſelves 
about to inſtruct the ignorant, as he did, 
and to relieve every kind of diſtreſs, He 
told them they would frequently meet with 
a very bad return, but they ought to ſub- 
mit patiently for his ſake; remembering 
that they ſuffered in the ſervice of God, 
for the good of mankind, and for their 
endeavours to promote truth and righteouſ- 
neſs; and that if we live in this world.in 
ever ſo inoffenſive or even uſeful a man- 
ner, we may have ſome enemies, | 


O. Was not every body delighted with 
ſo great, and good and amiable a charatter, 
and did they not do every thing in their 
power to ſhew their love and reſpett for 
him ? 

A. No, indeed they did not, a very few 
perſons excepted, 


N. How 
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D. How could this happen; one would 
think every body would be almoſt ready to 
lay down their lives for ſuch a perſon ? 

A. One would think ſo; and this would 
have been the caſe, had not the people of 
the Jews been at that time very wicked, 
having their minds poiſoned by many bad 
paſſions; in particular they were proud, 
ſelf-opinionated and ambitious, that is, wiſh- 
ed to make themſelves great and powerful, 
at the expence of the happineſs of other 
people : when, therefore, they found that 
Jeſus would not gratify them by aſſuming 
to himſelf any worldly grandeur, they were 
fo diſappointed and offended, that they 
were eaſily prevailed upon by their rulers, 
and particularly by the Phariſees, to ſeek 
his deſtruction. 

Jeſus, however, ſtill went on teaching 
his diſciples and the people every thing 
that was uſeful for them to know. He told 
them alſo a great deal beſides, that would 
come to paſs hereafter; ſuch as the nature 
of his death and ſufferings, of the time 
and manner of his ſecond coming, of the 


liſe of men after death, and of their re- 
ward 
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ward or puniſhment, according as they 
have been good or bad. Some things in 
his teaching he delivered in ſhort hints and 
ſtriking ſtories called parables, which, if 
they were not quite ſo caſy to be under- 
ſtood, were leſs offenſive to ſome who heard 
him; and likely to be remembered by them, 
till they became better diſpoſed to receive 
the inſtruction that was contained in them. 
What he ſaid at ſome times darkly, at 
other times he delivered more clearly, and 
he explained all things to his own more 
immediate diſciples. And in one way or 
other, he has abundantly furniſhed us with 
all things neceſſary to lead us to the know- 
ledge, and to excite us to the practice of our 
duty; to help us to avoid and to overcome 
temptation, and to ſupport and comfort us 
in difficulties and afflictions. 

D. Did J7eſus know that he ſhould ſuffer 
a very painful and cruel death, and did his 
diſciples know it? 

A. Jeſus knew it from the firſt, but it 
did not at all abate his zeal in the great 
work in which he was engaged; and he 


often foretold, even the circumſtances of his 
| death 
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death to his diſciples; but although they were 
honeſt well-meaning men, they were in— 
fected by the general miſtake, that the Me/- 
ſiah was to be a great temporal prince; and 
there are many things, in which they do not 
ſeem to have underſtood or believed him. 

Our Saviour's words and diſcourſes aſto- 
niſhed every body. Numbers of the peo- 
ple admired and followed him, but the 
prieſts, the ſcribes, the Sadducees and Pha- 
1i/ees, were againſt him from envy and jea- 
louſy. Theſe laſt were hypocrites, who 
pretended to be wiſer and better than other 
men, but were full of pride and deceit. 
Such men always hate thoſe who are truly 
good, eſpecially when they find they are 
better liked than themſelves. 

They therefore perſecuted our Lord, 
and tried to puzzle him with artful queſ- 
tions, and draw him in to ſay or do ſome- 
thing contrary to law, in order to have a 
pretence for putting him to death. But he 
ſhewed himſelf as much ſuperior to them 
in wiſdom as in virtue, and often ſent them 
away confounded at the wiſdom and pru- 
dence of his anſwers, 


How- 
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However, their malice grew to ſuch a 
height, and they perſuaded ſo many to 
unite with them, that our Saviour knew 
they would ſoon obtain their wiſh : and he 
knew that he was ſent into the world, not 
only to do good by his miracles and diſ- 
courſes, but alſo to do good by the violent 
and public death which he was to undergo. 
By this death the fincerity of his profeſſions 
{that is, his truth in reſpect of what he had 
told them) his obedience to God, his ac- 
quieſcence in the divine will, his confi- 
dence in his heavenly Father, and his own 
faith in a future life and recompenſe were 
to be proved: by this death alſo, his diſ- 
ciples were to be encouraged and prepared 
to endure all things in the miniſtry to which 
they were appointed: by this death alſo, 
affecting evidence was to be given of his 
love to all perſons, and his ſolicitude for 
their good character and their happineſs, 
and a way moreover was hereby to be pre- 
pared, for his reſurrection from the grave. 
That reſurrection would be at once a moſt 
ſtriking argument, that God had been well 


pleaſed with all that he ſaid while he was 
living, 
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living, in his name, anda ſenſible demonſtra- 
tion (ori roof) that his followers will not pe- 
riſh whenthey die. For this violent and pub- 
lic death therefore, à very awful, tho' very 
uſeful event / ſtudiouſly prepared both 
himſelf and his diſciples. And moreover, 
conſidering that his diſciples contended a- 
bout the higheſt poſts in his ſervice when 
he ſhould be a great temporal prince, as they 
expected; and perhaps conſidering alſo, that 
after his departure from them, even after 
they were ſet right as to the nature of his 
kingdom, their hearts might be apt to ſwell 
with pride, from the intimacy to which 
he had admitted them, from the important 
office in which they were to be employed, 
and the extraordinary powers with which 
for this purpoſe they were to be endowed, 
he endeavoured to lower their minds, by 
an example of the moſt perfect and entire 
humility. He, therefore, the beloved 
Son of God, the promiſed Meſſiah, conde- 
ſcended to kneel down and waſh his diſ- 
ciples feet; the feet even of Judas, who 
he knew would betray him. And, after 
he had finiſhed, he ſat down and diſcourſ- 


3 ed 
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ed with them upon the virtue of humility, 
in the moſt affecting terms. | 

O. Who were the Scribes and Lawyers, 
and Phariſces and Sadducees ? | 

A. The Scribes and Lawyers were per- 
ſons, who were ſuppoſed to be learned in 
expounding or explaining the law of Moſes; 
and the Phariſees and Sadducees were two 
ſets of men amongſt the Fews, who held 
very different opinions indeed; yet as they 
had all of them private ambitious ends of 
their own to anſwer, and were worldly— 
minded and covctous, they agreed in perſe- 
cuting and condemning Chriſt, whole excel- 
lent dottrine and holy life, was equally a re- 
proach to them both. The Phariſees were 
men of learning, and pretended to uncom- 
mon ſandtity; but their religion conſiſted 
chicfly in the obſervance of rites and cere- 
monies, for which they ſought to be ad- 
mired of men, whilſt they neglected the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, 


- *Mmercy and faith. The Sadducees diſbeliev- 


ed a future hfe after death, 
| 0. What 
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. What were the diſpoſitions of mind 
that made the Phariſees affett to be what 
they were not, or be ſuch hypocrites? 

A. Vanity, (that is, the love of admira- 
tion,) covetouſneſs, (by which is meant the 
love of money,) and ambition, (by which is 
meant the love of power,) and when any of 
theſe vices get root in the mind, they op- 
poſe themſelves to every thing really excel- 


| lent, they miſlead the judgment, deprave the 


heart, and are very hateful in the ſight of 
God. To. perſons of ſuch diſpoſitions, the 
deep humility, the perfe& dilintereſted- 
neſs, and the univerſal benevolence of 
our Lord, could not be but very offenfive. 

On the night that Jeſus was to fall into 


the hands of his enemies, he ſat down to 


ſupper with his diſciples, and acquainted 
them that one of that company would be- 
tray him; and hinted that Judas 1/cariot was 
the man. After ſupper he brake bread and 


| bleſſed God for it, and gave ſome to each of 


them, ſaving, Take eat, this 15 my body, which 
is broken for many. Fat this in remembrance 
of me. He allo took the cup of wine, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, This my blood which 
is ſhed for many, Drink this in remembrance 
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of me. This- is what we call the Lord's 
ſupper, which our gracious Maſter deſires 
may be frequently taken as a remembrance 
of whathe ſuffered, andſolead us to faith, re- 
pentance, obedience, and eternal life. We 
ought to receive it with the greateſt thank- 
fulneſs, and a ſincere reſolution to amend 
our lives; for unleſs we do the will of God 
in every thing, this ordinance will be of no 
benefit to us; but on the contrary, they 
who lead bad lives, abuſing the advantages 
they enjoy, profeſſing to be one thing while 
they are another, and truſting to outward 
forms while they neglett the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, do hereby offend God the 
more. For our Saviour has ſaid, 1: is not 
every that one ſays unto me, Lord, Lord, that 
ſhall inher:t the Aingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. This ought ye to have done, and not 
to have left the others undone. e ſhall know 
a tree by its fruits, and every tree which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit, ſhall be hewn down 
and caſt into the fire, there ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. 

| , As 
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As for thoſe who are ſincerly diſpoſed to | 
do the will of God, and truly thankful for | 
the great favours that have been conferred | 
upon them in the knowledge of Chrift and | 
his goſpel, with what pious joy may they par- | 
take of this ordinance, and how muſt ſuch | 
a commemoration of their Maſter's ſuffer- 1 
ings, death, and reſurrection, ſtrengthentheir 
minds, and confirm them in all goodneſs! 

The Roman Catholics are ſo abſurd as 
to believe, that what we eat in this ſacra- 
ment or profeſſion of our faith in Chrift and 
of obedience to him, is changed into the 
real body and blood of Jeſus. This is ſup- 
poſing, that our Lord eat of his own body, 
for he ſupped with them; and that his diſci- 
ples fed upon it, before he was dead. It is 
alſo ſuppoling, that we eat Chriſt every 
time we communicate. It ſhocks one to 
think of ſuch horrid abſurdity, andit grieves 
one to reflect, that the prieſts of that reli- 
gion teach ſuch things, and are fo uncha- 
ritable as to try to perſuade people, that 
every body will be damned who cannot be- 
hieve it, and be a Roman Catholic, Theſe 

G 2 prieſts 
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prieſts alſo will let none but themſelves taſte 
of the cup, and give to all others only the 
bread; though our Saviour expreſsly bids 
us all eat bread and drink wine in remem- 
brance of him; and not the clergy only, 
for he ſays, Drink ye all of this. 

May the merciful God who has ſaved us 
proteitants from ſuch great miſtakes, open 
the minds of thoſe poor deluded people; 
and may they ſee and repent of their idola- 
trous and ſuperſtitious ways! 

Soon aſter ſupper, thoſe to whom Judas 
had betrayed his Maſter, came and ſeized 
upon him and carried him away. 

As to the manner of his examination 
before Pilate, his crucifixion, his reſur— 
rettion, his appearance to his diſciples 
after his burial, and his aſcenſion into 
heaven: It is ſo finely related by the ſa- 
cred writers of that part of the Holy Bible, 
called the New Teſtament, that we can- 
not do better in this reſpect than to read 
it over frequently and with attention. 

When we do this, we muſt reflect how 
odious all fin is in the fight of God: if it 
were not odious to God, and ruinous to 
men, 
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men, would God have given up his holy 
and beloved Son to be condemned hke a 
male factor, and ſcourged and crucified, in 
order to redeem (or deliver) mankind from 
iniquity. 

Surely it will be a warning to us to ſin 
no more, Jeſt ſome dreadful ſuffering far 
greater, than the being falſely accuſed, and 
unjuſtly condemned, and mocked and re- 
viled, and crucified, fall upon us. Tag | 


: 
» 
— . * 
„ 


O. What reaſon do the popiſh prieſts 
give for that extraordinary doQtrine of 
-tranſubſtantiation; or the notion of the 
bread and wine being changed at the ſa- | 
crament, into the body and blood of Chrift. | 
A. The only reaſon they can give, is 
the words of our Saviour, This is ny body, 
and this is my blood. Bnt he ſaid at another 
time, I am à door. And yet, it is very 
plain, he did not mean to ſay, that he was 
really a door; but like a door, becauſe, by 
him, people enter into the kingdom of hea- 
veu. Another time our Saviour ſaid, 7 | 
G 3 am | 
| 


— 
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am the vine, and ye are the branches. He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame 
bringeth forth much fruit Every body muſt 
allow that this can only mean, that he is 
like a vine-tree, and we are like the 
branches of it. And that as the branches 
of a vine can only bear fruit, whilſt they 
make a part of it, and are nouriſhed by it: 
So we can do no good works as chriſtians, 


but by adhering to Chriſt and his doctrine- 


CH ASPT.; . 
Of the APOSTLES. 


F TER the books of the four evan- 

geliſts, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, we find a book called, The Acts 
of the Apoſtles, in which there is ſome ac- 
count of what became of them after 
their Lord had leſt them. As for poor 
wicked Judas, his guilty conſcience drove 
him to ſuch deſpair, that be hanged him- 


ſelf. Tis thus that one fin generally leads 
| tO 
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to another. But ſelf-murder could only 
add to the crime he had before committed. 
We have no right to take away the life that 
God has given, whether other people's or 
ourown. We may repent of other ſins, after 
having beenguilty of them. There are how- 
ever very few people, if any, who are not out 
of their minds, that attempt to commit ſuch 
a crime. The other apoſtles, or diſciples of 
Chriſt, did in obedience to God's commands, 
go about preachingthe goſpel, and baptizing 
thoſe whom they convinced. We read, that 
they very ſoon, according to the promile of 
Feſus, were enabled by the Holy Spirit, or 
the power of God, to ſpeak many languages 
which they had never learnt, to work mi- 


racles like thoſe of their Maſter, and to con- 


duct themſelves on very difficult occaſions, 
with extraordinary fortitude and wiſdom. 
They almoſt all died martyrs to the faith; 
that is, were put to cruel deaths, by bar- 
barous men, becauſe they would perſiſt in 
ſpeaking the truth, which they had receiv- 
ed from Chr:/t, and witneſſing what they 
had ſeen and known relating to him. We 
alſo find, by that book, and by the Epiſtles, 

„ that 


— — — — — 
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that 1s, Letters of St. Peter, that he was 
not greater than the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
neither is it mentioned in the Bible that 
he ever was Biſhop cf Rome : and yet the 
Roman Catholics pretend that he was Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, and head of the whole 
Church of Crit; and that all Biſhops or 
Popes of Rome that have been ſince that 
time, mult. be looked upon as his ſucceſſors, 
or, as in kis place, and muſt be obeyed in 
all matters of religion: and for this obedi- 
ence, which the Roman Catholics pay to 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, they are often 
called Papiſts. 

But if there was any truth in what they 
ſuppoſe about St. Peter, and. about the 
Pope being his ſucceſſor, God would cer- 
tainly have revealed it to us in that divine 
Book, which contains all that is neceſſary 
to be known by us, in order to do what 
God requires of us, as the condition of en- 
joying his favor. | 

Far be it from us to acknowledge any 
head of the church but Crit. We are 
. Chriſtians; and the Church, the Catholic 
Church, that is, the whole body of Chr:/- 


ans, 
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tians, ſcattered all over the world, muſt 
believe in Chriſt, and abide in his word; 
for © one,” ſaid he, “is your Maſter, even 
_ Chriſt;” and © if ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my diſciples.” 

St. Paul had not been originallya diſciple 
of Chriſt, but had been a Jeu, and perſecuted 
the church of Feru/alem, that is, the aſſem- 
bly of Chriſtians there. God, however, was 
pleaſed to convert him at laſt from his er- 
rors, and he became a good Chriſtian, and 
a zealous Apoſtle. St. Peter, and the other 
apoſtles, ſeemed to confine themſelves 
chiefly to the converſion of the eus; but 
St. Paul worked upon a larger plan, for he 
addreſſed himſelf to the heathens al fo, and 
converted an infinite number of them. He 

was as much reſpetted as St. Peter, and 
even went twice to Rome, and preached the 
goſpel there as well as he. St Peter and St. 
Paul weregreat friends, and neitherof them 
pretended to be more than fellow-labour- 
ers inthe work to which they were appointed. 
St. Paul, before he went to Rome, wrote a 
long letter to the Romans, and by the 
knowledge of the goſpel revealed to him, he 
tells 
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tells them what they were to believe and 
to do. Surely he would not have done 
this, if St. Peter was the firſt biſhop there. 

St. Peter himſelf alſo wrote two Epiſtles, 
and neither of the Epiſtles are directed to 
the church of Rome, but to all the ſtrangers, 
new Chriſtians, both Jews and Gentzles, 
ſcattered about Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Aſia, and Bithynia ; who by reaſon of their 
afflicted, perſecuted ſtate, might be called 
ſtrangers upon earth. 

St. Fohn alſo wrote three Epiſtles, one 
to the univerſal Church, that is, the gene- 
ral fociety of Chriſtians all over the world, 
and is ſo far from recommending obedience 
to the Biſhop or Pope of Rome, that he 
does not once mention him, but earneſtly 
intreats Chriſtians to truſt in God only, and 
obey his laws, according to the underſtand- 
ing he has given us: for, ſays he, We know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an underſtanding that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And this is ex- 
aftly the belief of us Proteſtants. The 
only reafon the Papiſts can give for their 
notion about St. Peter, is drawn from a 
diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe our Saviour held with him one 
day. In this diſcourſe he praiſed him for 
having ſo much faith as to believe him to 
be the Son of God. Jeſus called him Peter, 
that is, a ſtone, and ſaid, upon this ſtone 
1 will build my Church, and the gates of 
hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. Jeſus alſo 
told Peter he would give him the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and that what he 
bound on earth ſhould be bound in Hea- 
ven, and what he looſed on earth ſhould be 
looſed in heaven. Now though we were 
not able abſolutely to determine the mean- 
ing of theſe words, we may be very ſure 
they could not mean that St. Peter ſhould 
be Pope of Rome; nor that all Chriſtians 
ſhould obey him; for they do not particu- 
larly belong to Peter: at another time like 
things, at leaſt, were ſaid to all the Apoſ- 
tles; and if it had been meant that Peter 
ſhould be Pope, and that all Chriſtians 
ſhould obey him, he would have expected 
that obedience, and all Chriſtians would 
have paid it him. But we ſee in the Bible 


that none did, and that he did not require 
it; 
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it; neither did any of the other Apoſtles 
give way to him, as we have already ob- 
ſerved. It appears alſo very plainly from 
the Epiſtles of St. John, that St. John was 
certainly no papiſt ; and if it was neceſſary 
for falvation to be one, ſurely our Lord 
would not have kept that a ſecret, either 
from the diſciple that he loved, or from 
any other of his diſciples, 

We have, beſides theſe, ſeveral other 
Epiſtles, written by different Apoſtles, who 
make no mention of Rome or Popery : but 
they warn us in general, that many falſe 
prophets will ariſe, teaching for dottrines 
the commandments of men. St. Paul ſtrict- 
ly charges us to beware of them, and not 
to believe even an angel from heaven, if 
he ſhould preach any other goſpel than 
that which had been preached by him. 

The laſt book in the New Teſtament, is 
the Revelation of St. John, which is writ- 
en in ſo ſublime and figurative a ſtyle, and 
altogether prophetic, or foretelling things 
to come, that the learned only are capa- 
ble of ſearching into its meaning; and 
common readers need not perplex them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves at all about it. Let ,us therefore 
content ourſelves, like St. Paul, with the 
knowledge of Chriſt crucified ; and let us 
aim at nothing elſe ſo much, as imitating 
his virtuous and amiable life. 


CC ——————— — 


L. What is the meaning of the word 
Teſtament ? 

A. Teſtament means the ſame as cove- 
nant or agreement, which always ſuppoſes 
two parties. Thus Almighty God was pleaſ- 
ed in ancient times, to ſeparate Abraham 
from his own family and kindred, and to 
promiſe him, that as a reward of his faith 
and obedience, his deſcendants ſhould ob- 
tain the land of Canaan, who were to conti- 
nue to poſſeſs it in proſperity and peace ſo 
long as they obeyed the law that ſhould be 
given to them by Moſes. This, therefore, 
on the part of God, was conditional, and 
only to be performed in conſequence of 
obedience to his laws on the part of Abra- 
ham and his poſterity ; hence the former 
Part of the ſacred hiſtory, although it con- 


6 tains 
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tains a great variety of other matters, is 
called by the name of the Old Teſtament, 
or Covenant. 2 

P. Do we know any thing of what might 
be the further deſign of God in thus diſ- 
tinguiſhing one particular family ? 

A. This diſpenſation reſpecting Abraham 
was a principal means of preſerving the 
knowledge of the one living and true God 
in the world, and of preparing the way, 
and providing evidence for the goſpel ; and 
thus Abraham became the happy inſtrument 
of the greateſt benefit and bleſſing to many 
others. | | 

The latter part of the ſacred hiſtory re- 
fers to the promiſes of God made by our 

Lord Feſus Chriſt, of a future happy and 
never-ending life after death, if we on our 
part are careful to obſerve and to do what- 
ever he has commanded us, and this 1s call- 
ed the New Teſtament, or Covenant. 

8. Will our being called Chriſtians, and 
having been baptized, or the holding any 
particular opinions, entitle us to be heirs 


of this promiſe ? 
A. No, 
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A. No, indeed, not any of theſe things, 
if we do not lead holy and exemplary lives. 
« Ye are my friends, when you do whatſo- 
« ever I command you.—lf any man have 
« not the ſpirit of Ckri/t, he is none of his.” 

O. What were the principal things which 
our Lord Jeſus came into the world to teach 
men ? 

AJ. He was ſent to teach us, that if 
we do indeed purify ourſelves from all 
ſin and iniquity, and faithfully and ſtea- 
dily endeavour as our firſt purſuit to obtain 
the favor of God by the obedience of his 
laws, that then our heavenly Father, of his 
own free mercy and goodneſs, will forgive 
our paſt offences, receive us into his favor, 
and admit us to the glorious privilege of 
being called his children: and that although 
we muſt, in this ſcene of trial, expect ſome 
diſappointments, yet if we perſevere to the 
end, in the exerciſe of all chriſtian diſpoſi- 
tions, and the practice of all chriſtian du- 
ties, we may be certain that God will never 
forſake us; and that after death, he will 
raiſe us up again to a life of glory and 
happineſs which will never end. 

0. What 
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0. What is the true character of a chriſ- 
tian? | 
A. A chriſtian is a perſon who lives the 
life that he now lives in the fleſh, by the 
faith of the Son of God: not looking at 
the things which are ſeen and temporal, 
but at thoſe which are unſeen and eternal: 
rejoicing as tho' he rejoiced not, and weep- 
ing as tho' he wept not; and uſing the world 
as not abuſing it, becauſe the faſhion there- 
of paſſeth away. Thankful for all worldly 
bleſſings that providence hath ſet within 
the reach of virtuous induſtry, he takes 
them, that he may uſe them forothers as well 
as for himſelf; remembering, that of all his 
powers and talents he 1s to render an ac- 
count. His heart, however, 1s not ſet on 
external bleſſings; he ſeeks a better portion, 
both for himſelf and for all who are within 
his influence: the happineſs be aſpires aſter, 
is the favor and ſimilitude of God. He 
loves iu ſupremely, he delights himſelf in 
his laws, and rejoices in his government.— 
In the well-being of every creature he takes 
a cordial intereſt. He regards all mankind 
as children of God's family: he does to 
| others 
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others as he would that they ſhould do to 
him, and loves them with a- pure heart 
fervently. True goodneſs always meets 
with whatever ſupport and encouragement 
he can give it; and while he abhors the 
vices of the wicked, he pities themſelves, 
and would reclaim them.—He diſdains the 
meanneſs of ſerving appetite and paſſion, 
and equally on his guard againſt ſuperſti- 
tious and moroſeauſterity on the one hand, 
and inordinate ſelt-indulgence on the other, 
he enjoys the good things of this life with 
moderation, chearfulneſs, and thankfulneſs. 
Knowing by how ' precarious a tenure he 
holds every comfort of life, and life itſelf, 
he keeps himſelf in perpetual readineſs to 
reſign them with acquieſcence and com- 
placency, whenever God thinks fit. Soli- 
citous to make the moſt of life while it is 

continued to him, he is diligent in buſineſs, 
and fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; 
prudent to avoid, and ſteady to reſiſt, and 
reſolute to overcome, whatever would ſe- 
duce him from his duty, or diſqualify him, 
or diſincline him for it, or relax his aſſi- 
duity in the diſcharge of it. Anxious to 

H preſerve 
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preſerve himſelf from the evil that is in the 
world, he converſes in it with caution, 
watchfulneſs, and recolleQion; and he is as 
ſtudious to give no offence and to do no 
harm, as to tate none. But unable to con- 
tent himſelf with any blameleſſneſs and 
harmleſſneſs of character, he vatches and 
lays hold on, every opportunity of improv- 
ing his own heart and mind, of edifying 
and ſerving others; he /ecks ſuch opportuni- 
ties: it conſtitutes a part of his chief delight, 
and of his daily buſineſs. The love of 
goodneſs diſpoſes him to aſſociate with thoſe 
who are good: and engages him much in 
exerciſes, both of ſelf-examination and de- 
votion. By the habitual obſervation of his 
own heart and ways, he is aided in the im- 
provement of his character; and he ſees 
enough at all times, amidſt all his attain- 
wents, and notwithſtanding whatever pro- 
greſs he may make in goodneſs, to keep 
him modeſt; candid and forbearing towards 
others, humble and ſevere as to himſelf. 
By his communion with God, he gratifies 
andcheriſhes the beſt affections of his heart, 


and ſupports -and animates himſelf in the 
diſcharge 


In —— — 
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diſcharge of every duty. Amidft the tri- 
als of this life, he finds comfort in the anti- 
cipation of better things to come: and he 
calms his regrets for the inſuperable im- 
perfettions of the preſent ſcene, by a lively 
faith in the continual approach of another 
ſtate where the ſpirits of juſt men are made 
perfect. Deeply impreſt with the import- 
ance of his preſent being, earneſt to lay. 

hold on eternal life, anxious to qualify 
himſelf for that better world to come, and 
fearful leſt he ſhould come ſhort of the glory 
of God, he counts his talents, he leaves 
none unoccupied, and he calls to his aſſiſt- 
ance whatever God hath given him, to 
guide and uphold, and proſper him in the 
great work of life. The word of God is 
his delight and his counſellor, his day is 
always welcome to him, and he loves the 
habitation of his houſe. —The light in which 
he looks at all ſecular events, is that which 
is thrown upon them by their connection 
with 'eternity. His views are continually 
ſtretching beyond the limits of this world. 
His reſt is on God. His eye 1s ever lifted 


up towards heaven, and his pious aſpirations 
on 
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on all occaſions perpetually aſcending thi- 
ther. He is in the fear of God all the day 
long: and looking unto Feſus, the leader 
and finiſher of the faith, the pattern of his 
obligations and his hopes, it is his ardent 
wiſhand his unintermitted care, to be grow- 
ng in his conformity to him. 

This it is to be a true Chriſtian. 


